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2005 Year In Review


By Bruce Kettelle


2005 was a year of challenges with disasters, the ongoing war in Iraq, and a sluggish US economy that were all felt right here in Trotwood.  And there was good news too as city leaders refined their plans for the Salem Mall, the new Trotwood High School opened, and some significant new businesses moved to town.


The new Landmark center plans on Salem Avenue, red-light traffic cams, and a possible landfill remained in the news all through the year. 


Plans for the Landmark unveiled in February were continually refined throughout 2005.  The city partnered with General Growth Properties, the second largest mall management company in the US, early in the year.  JC Penney was torn down in May and funding for the Salem Mall demolition was finally secured with that work due to start in January.


Home Depot and Sears have remained open and current plans include a variety of retail, government, educational, and entertainment tenants in the new Landmark.  General Growth has dubbed the concept a NeighborHub and they expect the first stores to open in 2007.


The city also purchased the Toys-R-Us store and 27 acres to prepare a site for a Super Wal Mart across the street from the former mall and 1800 bidders searched for memories at the contents auction of the Salem Mall.


Traffic accidents at several intersections around the city prompted a look at the possibility of red-light traffic cameras in January.  After 11 months of discussion the first cameras started snapping pictures of speeders and red-light runners in December.  Next week violators will start receiving $85 citations in an effort to reduce accidents and injuries at Free Pike and Rt 49.


Landfill opponents got their way in January when the city adopted new rules limiting landfills in Trotwood to 50-acres.  This was in response to Waste Management Inc.’s purchase of 600 acres along Little Richmond Rd and test wells that were installed in 2004.  But that did not stop Waste Management.


In April they offered the city $10-million to allow a landfill on their property prompting Call For Action to continue their press to get Waste Management to abandon their plans.  Others joined the protest and anti-landfill signs can still be seen in many yards across town.  Over 100 farmers joined the protest in March, after gathering at Trotwood’s DAHIO Airport.  Their Tractorcade made local news as the drove along the roads surrounding the 600-acre site.


City council rejected the Waste Management offer but Call For Action leader Gayle Gibbons continues to monitor developments and holds monthly meetings to be ready just in case.


While local organizations pitched in to raise money for the Asian tsunami relief effort, Trotwood’s varsity basketball team enjoyed a great season clinching the District 1 Trophy.  Coach Ike Thornton took the Rams through a winning season with outstanding play from Brittish Alexander, Lee Bodie, Morris Brown, Treshon Jones, Ryan Marable, J’Von Watts and Chris Wright.


At the same time farmers suffered from an eight-week long drought in July, elected officials tapped Mike Lucking as the new city manager.


In August the city sponsored Jazz Festival thrilled about 1,100 concertgoers in Madison Park however the $66,000 loss may prevent its continuation next year.  But that was overshadowed by the dedication of the new Trotwood-Madison High School when 4,000 showed up for the dedication ceremony and open house.  The new school opened on time and will serve the next generations of Trotwoodians for many years.


Even with the new school construction voters found a crowded ballot for school board with eight candidates vying for three seats.  Trotwood’s first election on electronic voting machines went off without a hitch and brought two new faces to Trotwood politics.  Denise Moore won a seat on the school board and Mary McDonald joins the city council.


In September Trotwood Firefighter/Paramedics Bradley Harvey and Brandon Barnett signed on with FEMA to spend over 30 days offering assistance in Alabama in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina.  Trotwood also became home for several families that lost their homes in New Orleans and local groups again worked to raise money and supplies to help others outside our community.


In October the United Theological Seminary dedicated their new facility in Trotwood as they move from their old campus in Dayton to the former Jewish Community Center.  Officials greeted the UTS with open arms as a great start for the struggling Salem corridor bringing new jobs and lots of students to the area.


The first business to build in Trotwood’s 6-year old commerce park broke ground in the fall.  O’Danny Boy Ice Cream’s building is already taking shape and officials hope it will encourage other businesses to move to the complex.


And the city tried to address budget problems throughout the year.  Part of that included raising trash fees, water and sewer rates, and establishing a new storm-water management fee for every resident.

The proposed budget for 2006 recommends additional personnel reductions because the slow state economy has limited tax revenue growth.


As 2006 begins the Trotwood Chamber of Commerce is looking forward to a better year.  They report the State of the City Address has been scheduled for February 27 and that should give residents their first glimpse of what is ahead for the City of Trotwood.

Don’t Miss Another Issue of Totally Trotwood

More and more readers are complaining they don’t receive Totally Trotwood anymore.  It usually turns out to be Internet protection settings on their own computer or an upgrade in protection from their Internet provider.  Don’t forget to include Totally Trotwood’s address TheEbyFarm@compuserve.com  in your ‘accept mail from’ address list so your computer doesn’t reject it as unwanted mail.  If you miss an issue let us know and we will help you.

Did You Know?


One of Trotwood’s claims to fame is that Olde Town is seemingly surrounded by water.  Vehicles entering Olde Town from any direction have to cross a bridge over either Wolf Creek or the Wolf Creek North Branch.   (Courtesy Trotwood-Madison Historical Society)

                         *****   

          -------------------------------------------------

        Salem Chrysler Jeep.... 37 Years in Business!

           See  Mel, Mary Kay, Dan or John Zappia

The 2005’s Are Now In Closeout! … 2006’s are in

           Great Rebates And Low, Low Interest Rates

                        Shop While Selection Is Good

                    Open til 9 PM Monday-Thursday 

          -----------------paid advertising---------------

Fish Trotwood Madison Needs Food

The Fish Trotwood Madison food program continues despite the sudden death of their food coordinator Sherry Lynn Edwards in late November.  She and her husband Charles have been the Fish Coordinators for the last ten years.


Fish strives to serve needy and hungry families in the Trotwood Madison School District.  They receive no assistance from the various countywide food and money gathering agencies relying entirely on private donations.


Food items may be dropped off at the Trotwood Church of The Brethren on West Main Street in the Olde Town area.  During the Christmas season Fish provided food baskets and Christmas Dinners to many families.  But the requests keep coming and they are continually looking for new donations.


If you would prefer to help support Fish with a tax-deductible monetary donation you can send checks to Fish, PO Box 26471, Trotwood OH. 45426.  For more information call 854-7207.

Property Appraisals Meeting


The Trotwood Democratic Club meeting on Thursday will feature a presentation by County Auditor Karl Keith on the recent property reappraisals mailed to homeowners.  Members of the landfill opposition group are also expected to attend to ask questions about the possible impact the landfill battle may have had on the appraisal process.


This meeting will also include the club’s annual holiday gathering that was cancelled in December.  The party begins at 6pm and guests are encouraged to bring a covered dish and a $5 gift for exchange.  The meeting will begin at 7pm.


The Trotwood Democratic Club meeting will be held Thursday January 12 at the Trotwood United Church of Christ, 18 N Broadway.  For information about the meeting or the club call Bonnie at 837-7800.

Safety Day at Local McDonald’s

On Saturday, January 28, from 2 – 4pm, McDonald's, located at 5360 Salem Avenue, is holding a Safety Day with the Trotwood Fire Department to help keep residents safe.

Fire Safety Officers will be inside the restaurant giving away free smoke detectors and gunlocks, while supplies last, and literature on how to prevent fires and keep children safe from guns.  In addition, Sparky the Fire Dog will be on hand to meet and greet the children and show them the Fire Trucks.  Bring your whole family for a day of fun, free give-a-ways, important safety information and while you're there, grab a bite to eat.

For more details, please contact Heather McFadgen at 478-2661.

      -----------------------------

       Have a story idea or news tip?

Want to see your organization’s event in print?

         Contact Totally Trotwood

    TheEbyFarm@compuserve.com
              Or call 837-6401

       --------------------------------

Goal Setting and Starting an Exercise Program


On Thursday, Jan. 19, from noon to 1:15 p.m., United Theological Seminary's Wellness Education Roundtable and the Wellness Connection of Miami Valley are sponsoring "Goal Setting and Starting an Exercise Program."  This program is the first in a series called LUNCH AND LEARN: Fit for the Journey


The program is being held at United Theological Seminary's campus at 4501 Denlinger Rd., in Trotwood and features speaker Kelly Green, MeD.  The subject will include setting realistic goals for a program and how to begin exercising safely. The cost is $5 for a soup and salad lunch. 


For more information contact Lea Ann Morris at 937-529-2201 or Linda Weide at 937-223-4117.  To register, call Carol Price at 937-529-2201

The Miami Valley Home Improvement Show Returns to Hara

You've imagined the possibilities for your home, now the Miami Valley Home Improvement Show invites you to make them happen.  This award-winning show celebrates its 24th anniversary with all the exhibits, seminars and special features that the Miami Valley has come to expect.  Patrons can benefit from the guidance of home improvement, remodeling and design professionals at over 140 displays, attend free seminars and learn from do-it-yourself demonstrations.

This year's edition has not one, but two featured guests.  Michael Payne, the designer and host of HGTV's "Designing for the Sexes" will appear on Saturday, January 14 at 12 noon and 5pm.  Andrew Dan-Jumbo, the popular carpenter from TLC's "While You Were Out", will take the stage on Sunday, January 15 at 1pm.  Both men will be available for questions and autographs immediately following their presentations.

The seminar stage has gone interactive.  Thinking of adding a pond to your property?  Need an interior decorator's opinion on the best color for your kitchen?  Planning new landscaping in the spring?  Professionals in all these areas will be available to share their advice and expertise with you.  Terry Bruns from Woodwright and Lumber will demonstrate how to build Shaker Boxes, the original Tupperware.  Two lucky audience members will work alongside Terry, construct their very own Shaker Box, and take it home with them.  Terry will also autograph his creation and give it away at the end of the seminar. 

New to this year's Miami Valley Home Improvement Show is the Market Basket.  Vendors have been painstakingly gathered to showcase unique or "signature" pieces of décor, furniture, and art.  If you're looking for a finishing touch that reflects you and your individual style, you should look no further. 

If you've been curious about that colored glass vase your grandmother left you, here's your chance to find out what it's worth.  The Mini Antiques Road Show will take place on Friday evening, January 13 from 4:30pm to 8:30pm.  Ellen Branigan, of Park Avenue Antiques, will be on hand to appraise, free of charge, a piece from your personal collection. 

In the feature areas, All American Remodelers are preparing the largest, and one of the most striking, complete bath constructions ever displayed at any area home show.  Morris Home Furnishing is equally ambitious with their display, bringing a state-of-the-art electronics room to the show.

The show's goal is to spotlight the scope and depth of the home improvement industry in a way that enables you to improve the quality of your space, and in turn, the quality of your life.  For those with cabin fever, the show will enrich with not only information and interaction, but the promise of spring as well.  Three waterscapes will grace this year's show courtesy of Henger's Garden Center, H20 Art & Stone and Element Stone & Waterscapes.  Mark Webber Landscaping and Deeter's Garden Center will return to enhance the show with their amazing landscapes. 

The show is sponsored by Bath Creations and Kroger.  Show hours are Wednesday through Friday, from 4pm to 9pm, Saturday, from 10am to 9pm, and Sunday, from 10am to 5pm.  Admission is only $6 for adults, free for kids under the age of 15.  Parking is free.  For more information, visit the Hara web site at www.haracomplex.com
World Wrestling Entertainment (W.W.E.) at Hara

January 13 in Hara's Main Arena World Wrestling Federation returns to Hara with the non-televised Raw Live! 

The card includes: WWE Champion John Cena, Intercontinental Champion Ric Flair, Triple H, Tag Team Champions Big Show and Kane, Shawn Michaels, "The Masterpiece" Chris Masters, Carlito, Edge, Shelton Benjamin, Tyson Tomko, Snitsky, Kurt Angle, Victoria, Chavo Guerrero, Mickie James and Women's Champion Trish Stratus. Line up is subject to change. 

The action begins at 7:30pm.  Tickets are $20, $30 and $40 and are available at the Hara Box Office, all Ticketmaster outlets, www.ticketmaster.com or charge-by phone at (937) 228-2323. For more information, visit the Hara website at www.haracomplex.com or the WWE website at www.wwe.com

READER’S PHOTO OF THE WEEK -


Totally Trotwood features Reader’s Photos displayed on our weekly web site.  These photos come from you and can be any subject matter you care for it to be.  A new grandchild, a pet looking silly, you wearing a Trotwood t-shirt on the beach in Cancun, or your Trotwood class reunion, etc.  If you have a digital camera just email your picture with the caption of who, where, what, when etc.  You can send us your processed photo via snail mail, but we cannot return your picture.  Send yours today.

No picture was submitted this week.  Get your pics in now for the holidays.

Upcoming Calendar

Jan 4-8

Disney on Ice, Hara,




228-2323

Jan 11-15
Miami Valley Home Improvement Show, Hara


Jan 13

World Wrestling Entertainment, Hara,7:30

228-2323

Jan 17

City Council Meeting (moved from Monday because of holiday)

Jan 28

Children’s Safety Day at McDonald’s, 2-4pm
478-2661

Submit Your Free Calendar Listing to TheEbyFarm@compuserve.com
Check out the online calendar at www.TotallyTrotwood.com
Letters to the Editor – Totally Trotwood accepts letters to the editor.  Preference is given to topics of local interest but all are considered and are entered in the order they are submitted.

Thanks to Local Businesses

On behalf of the Salem Avenue Vision Coalition (SAVISCO), my sincere appreciation is extended to the following organizations for their contributions towards the purchase of holiday banners for the Salem Avenue corridor:

*        Trotwood Chamber of Commerce   

*        The Maria-Joseph Center

*        Precious Blood Church

*        Sisters of the Precious Blood

May you be blessed for your generosity and for helping us to beautify the city of Trotwood during the holiday season.  

Sincerely,

Sharon Thornton

Co-Chairman, SAVISCO

President/CEO, Maria-Joseph Center

Free Stuff

Free- a business size standing copier, used but works and a television set.  Call and leave your number at 837-6159, Triumphant Cross Church.

CLASSIFIEDS- New Ads

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

LOST & FOUND (free)

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

INTERNET SERVICES

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

LOCAL BUSINESSES

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

YARD SERVICE

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Straw Bales! – $3 for gardens and pets. 7680 Wolf Creek 837-6401

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

ITEMS FOR SALE

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

AUTOMOBILES

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

HOMES FOR SALE – Real Estate

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

DUPLEX FOR RENT

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

RETAIL SPACE

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

GARAGE AND YARD SALES

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

HELP WANTED

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

ATTENTION HIGHLY SKILLED CABINETMAKERS

Established Quality Certified Millwork firm would like to hire you.

Earn top wages if you are a master cabinetmaker.  Must have tidy work

habits and exceptional skill.  We are looking for professional,

productive and talented craftsmen.  Must be able to show a portfolio of

outstanding work accomplishments and pass a drug screen.  In addition to

top pay, we have a comprehensive benefits package and will reward

excellence with bonuses. Please only qualified applicants mail your

resume to PERSONNEL, PO BOX 26174, DAYTON, OH 45426

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Writers Wanted - columnists for Totally Trotwood, students and adults theebyfarm@compuserve.com
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

[Ads cost $5 for a one line one time insertion.  Based on 70 characters per line.  Lost & Found free.  Merchandise and car ads will run for three weeks with up to 3 free renewals or until item is sold.  Home for sale ads for up to 2 lines running 4 weeks for $20.]

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Ask for our Display Ad Rates

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Advertise your yard sale here.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

If you know anyone who would like to receive this free e-mail newsletter, please send a message to TheEbyFarm@compuserve.com or visit www.TotallyTrotwood.com.  TT takes great pride in keeping all addresses private and does not share them with advertisers.  This is for your safety and security.  Feel free to share this information and as always we appreciate your feedback and submissions.  Publication is every Friday.  Deadline for advertising and submissions is Thursday night.  Letters to the editor welcomed.  You may request the formatted version in Word, suitable for printing.  Snail mail may be sent to PO Box 26271, Trotwood 45426.  (937) 837-6401  ©2005 All Rights Reserved

Circulation:  1161
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