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Rail Trail Bridge Closed


By Bruce Kettelle


The Wolf Creek Rail Trail Bridge was closed Thursday after an accident damaged the pedestrian railing.  Five River Metro Parks officials inspected the damage and ordered the bridge closed to protect trail users from falling off the bridge.


The bridge, located west of the Trotwood Depot, provides a pedestrian and bicyclist shortcut from the Hillside subdivision to the Olde Town area.  Residents accustomed to using the trail will need to use alternate routes such as the trail behind the old high school athletic fields that begins at the dead end of Gump Place.


Tom Long of the Trotwood public works department said, “ we have given this bridge repair a high priority.”  If the weather cooperates they expect repairs to be completed in two weeks or sooner.


A service tractor crossing the bridge accidentally damaged the railing.


See picture of bridge at www.TotallyTrotwood.com
High School Demolition Starts Tuesday


By Bruce Kettelle


The walls of the former Trotwood-Madison High School should start coming down on Tuesday morning according to school officials.  Demolition crews on Friday were nearly finished hauling away the last of Madison Elementary School and will move across the street on Monday.


Although to most passersby it appears the demolition began weeks ago when most of the windows were removed after the December salvage auction.  At that auction aluminum window frames and other recyclable materials were auctioned off and have since been removed giving the buildings a bombed-out look.


The demolition crews will start with the east building and work west.  The oldest building on the corner will remain for now as the School Board’s administrative offices.  The future of that building however remains uncertain, as the administrative offices are to be relocated to the current middle school building after the new middle school is built next to the new high school.  A citizen based preservation group continues to meet to consider options for the turn of the century building.


Trotwood opened it’s new high school last August and was unsuccessful at finding any bidders for the old campus.  The city park department is in talks to manage the old athletic fields.  There is no definitive planned use for the rest of the site.


See picture of high school at www.TotallyTrotwood.com
Did You Know?


Until 1992 residents of the former Madison Township had to hire their own trash hauler to take their trash.  Township trustees initiated a trash district and hired one hauler to serve the community, reducing the resident’s cost of their pick-up.   (Courtesy Trotwood-Madison Historical Society)

                         *****   

          -------------------------------------------------

        Salem Chrysler Jeep.... 37 Years in Business!

           See  Mel, Mary Kay, Dan or John Zappia

The 2005’s Are Now In Closeout! … 2006’s are in

           Great Rebates And Low, Low Interest Rates

                        Shop While Selection Is Good

                    Open til 9 PM Monday-Thursday 

          -----------------paid advertising---------------

Businesses Sought For Taste Of Trotwood Expo


The next Taste of Trotwood and Business Expo is just around the corner on March 15.  The Trotwood Chamber of Commerce is accepting registrations now for business display booths for this 4th annual event.  Last year they had 80 exhibitors and this year’s space will fill quickly so act soon.


The annual crowd usually exceeds 2,000 during this 3-hour evening event at Hara.  What better way to promote your business or organization?  There is even a special rate for non-profit organizations.


As usual area restaurants have agreed to participate by distributing free food samples during the show.  There will also be a special section to display products actually made in Trotwood.  If you manufacture a product in Trotwood contact the chamber to show the community what you do.


For more information contact Bruce Kettelle at 837-6401 or Paul Schenk at 837-7800.

Auditor Explains New Valuations

Trotwood residents listened intently Thursday as Montgomery County Auditor, Karl Keith, explained how the county determined the new value for every home in the county.  The packed room at the monthly Trotwood Democratic Club meeting included a few republicans that wanted more information.


 According to Keith his office identified over 800 neighborhoods of similar characteristic.  For each neighborhood they collected the sales data over the last three years to determine the new value for each property.  Sales of distressed properties were excluded for the analysis.


Some residents in attendance were concerned that the new values may be a little too high especially in the area of Little Richmond Rd where Waste Management owns property they would like to develop as a landfill.  Despite new city and county restrictions that would prohibit a landfill there, residents and buyers remain concerned and note some homes have been on the market for several years without attracting buyers.


Keith showed those homeowners a map of that neighborhood where sales were compared.  The neighborhood includes most of the southwest agricultural district of the city.


Any property owner may challenge the new appraisals through March.  Keith suggests collecting as much evidence as possible to make your case for an adjustment.  Recent sales in your area, pictures of your home, a real estate agent’s comparative market analysis, and/or a recent certified independent appraisal.


Ohio requires the auditor to determine a property value as close to the saleable value as possible.


To get more detailed information on how to appeal your property’s value contact the auditors office at 225-4326.

New Gadgets and Gizmos

By Penny Hungling


Does everyone have a head gadget qualifier in their family?  That’s someone who seems to be the first in the family to get and try new gadgets, all the way from high tech gadgets to the smallest appliances and even cleaning objects then from there, everyone else seems to want one or catches on that it is the best gadget to have.


These folks seem to afford everything and anything and are willing to waste their money to try these new gadgets or gizmos. They can tell you or serve you with even the best in food delicacies, the newest quick dishes that save time but taste good too.


I was recently thinking of a gadget called the egg cooker that caught on from Georgia to Florida to Ohio and wondering who started the trend that finally made it to our home, three years later this past Christmas.  We’ve yet to try it because I’m still a little old fashioned and hard headed about trying new things. This egg cooker, I’m told, can cook one egg any way I want it (besides scrambled), or up to 7 eggs hard-boiled, if I desire.  


And then my penny pinching frugal mind weighs the higher cost of electric or gas from the stove, since I usually hard boil at least a dozen eggs at a time which means I’d have to use it twice to cook the amount I’m use to.  But was that due to the original thought of wasting time, water and gas to hard boil 6 eggs that takes as much to do as 12?


Many of our traditions or ways of doing things results out of our parents doing it a set way for their own reasons at that time, keep in mind most of the older folks lived through hard times and knew ways to do things to save money. As being around those ideas we tend to incorporate them into our own ways and even become set in our ways. 


For example I heard a story once about a woman of long ago who would cut the end off her ham when she went to prepare it for Christmas dinner. It was because her roaster at that time was small and she couldn’t fit it without cutting off the end. Her daughter never asked her why she cut the end off but loved the way it tasted and continued in the great tasting end cutting ham. When her daughter went to learn the tradition of cooking the Christmas ham, she was told to cut the end off before adding the usual spices, she asked why.  The mother didn’t know but the grandmother was sitting there and said, because the ham wouldn’t fit in the pan I had unless I cut it off. So, all those years the daughter had wasted the end of the ham even when she had a larger pan to cook it in.  


These trendsetters are also the type of people that are quick to learn new gadgets, programs and uses for these things and some are the first on the market to create a business before the trend catches on.  Example; the digital camera and computerized programs that can take old slides and make slideshows on DVD disc for all to watch and before the old equipment wears out. Again our Georgia family was first to have these gadgets in their home, learn and use them. Then one day while visiting them I excitedly explain what new fun thing I’ve learnt and that I thought about yet another home business with this new idea, I hear that it has been out for a while and as I peruse the phone book to prove to myself that I’m not behind times that much, I discover that there are 56 entries from A to Z of people doing this type of business and are even lucrative enough to have listings in the phone book. Then in walks this little southern woman that was excited that she had taken so many professional looking pictures and wanted to show them to us, I wondered why she walked over to the TV and asked about the control to the DVD player. Then there it was, even she was showing off her pictures with music and all.  


Discouraged enough to give up that it’s not a new idea but stubborn enough to not give up another home business idea, I receive two calls from people wanting to have their 8mm movies put on DVD.  This is fine, but I’ve not tried that facet of the gadget and am yet reluctantly willing to stretch the mind muscles to learn more. This could be the edge I’ve needed to make me different from those other 56 business folks with the same idea. 


As I walk into the store I see shelves and shelves of gadgets and gizmos just waiting for someone to buy them and try them, as far as the store is deep and wide.  I notice the world of gadgets and learning is infinite and I can continue to stay in the stone age of gadgets or continue to learn and listen to our family gadget qualifier earlier or keep in better touch with them and find out what other new innovative gadget I can discover and possibly beat the market on yet another home business idea, which I’m constantly looking for. 


So, if you’ve received a new gadget or gizmo for Christmas and are reluctant to try it, don’t be. They’ve written how to books for us slower ones and it’s time we catch up with the gadget and gizmo qualifiers.  Read the instructions and give it a try.
Safety Day at Local McDonald’s

On Saturday, January 28, from 2 – 4pm, McDonald's, located at 5360 Salem Avenue, is holding a Safety Day with the Trotwood Fire Department to help keep residents safe.

Fire Safety Officers will be inside the restaurant giving away free smoke detectors and gunlocks, while supplies last, and literature on how to prevent fires and keep children safe from guns.  In addition, Sparky the Fire Dog will be on hand to meet and greet the children and show them the Fire Trucks.  Bring your whole family for a day of fun, free give-a-ways, important safety information and while you're there, grab a bite to eat.

For more details, please contact Heather McFadgen at 478-2661.

      -----------------------------

       Have a story idea or news tip?

Want to see your organization’s event in print?

         Contact Totally Trotwood

    TheEbyFarm@compuserve.com
              Or call 837-6401

       --------------------------------

WEEKEND OF DESTRUCTION AND MONSTER TRUCK SHOW DOWN 


They are filling Hara Arena with dirt for the Weekend of Destruction and Monster Truck Show Down coming January 20 & 21.  The weekend combines three events in one: a Monster Truck Showdown, a Demo Derby and Flat Bike & Quad Racing!


The Demo Derby promises to be a real crashfest when local drivers rev up their cars and slam into each other in a huge car war. There's a $1,000 prize for each night's winner. To enter or review the rules and regulations, call the Checkered Flag office at 940-683-4742. 


The action begins at 7:30 p.m. on both Friday and Saturday evening. Ticket prices are as follows: Adult VIP Golden Circle seats are $19, Adult Upper level Reserved Seats are $14 in advance, $16 the day of the show. Youth tickets for kids 12 and under are $5 advance, $7 day of show. All seats are discounted with a Military ID to $10. Tickets can be purchased at the Hara Box Office, all Ticketmaster locations, by calling Ticketmaster at (937) 228-2323 or visiting Ticketmaster Online at www.ticketmaster.com. To enter the Demo Derby or Flat Bike and Quad Racing, or review the rules and regulations, call the Checkered Flag office at 940-683-4742 or visit www.cfpracing.com

HARA'S BRIDAL GALA


If a trip down the aisle is in your immediate future, then a trip to Hara's Bridal Gala should be, too! The 23rd Annual Bridal Gala returns to Hara with "everything but the groom." The show on January 21 & 22 in Hara’s Silver and Ballarena, features over 70 exhibitors, a daily fashion show, special show prizes and discounts. Patrons can win a bridal gown each day of the show from Sharnett Bridal and Formal. A fashion show will be presented by Sharnett Bridal & Formal at 1 p.m. each day. 


The first 500 brides through the door will receive a free coupon book filled with valuable savings for either the Dayton or Fairfield Commons Malls. Bridal Gala hours are 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. on both Saturday and Sunday. The Bridal Gala is sponsored by the Dayton and Fairfield Commons Malls. Admission is $6 for adults, free for kids under the age of 15. Parking is free.

Zumba Fitness Instructor Training Feb 4-5


"Zumba? We love it, love it, love it! It puts the fun back into our workouts,” exclaims Joan Jones, certified Zumba  instructor. “You don’t have to know how to dance to do Zumba. It’s a mixture of body-sculpting moves and easy-to-follow dance steps. It’s like a party for every workout!” 


This spicy mix of flamenco, belly dancing, tango, salsa, hip-hop, and Calypso was invented by Alberto "Beto" Perez, who as a boy, was dancing on the streets of his Columbian homeland to make a living. He took his talents to the US & has since developed his skills into a phenomenal dance  & fitness career. Beto has become a sought-after choreographer of superstars like Shakira.


Zumba is rapidly becoming the next fitness sensation. It’s a hot, sexy, soulful and well, just plain fun. Moreover, it has arrived just in time for New Year’s resolution season. 


An effective and simple fitness system that uses the principals of interval training, Zumba adds resistance training to maximize caloric output, fat burning, and total body toning. 


If you’re looking for a Zumba class, you have your choice of more than 30 classes each week at local dance studios, gyms, and YMCA’s all throughout the Miami Valley. Classes are one hour long of continuous, intense cardio interval training with Latin dance flair.  


True fitness enthusiasts will have a unique opportunity to get certified to teach Zumba by the founder.  Mr. Perez will be coming to Dayton on February 4 & 5, 2006 all the way from South Beach, Florida and he’s bringing with him a weekend-long certification course packed with super-charged workouts and instruction on equipment, class format, basic and advanced steps, and the science of Zumba. Certified attendees will leave with two music CDs, four Zumba fitness DVDs, choreography, and everything else they need to become an official instructor of this new fitness sensation. 

 
If you would like to try a class or become a certified Zumba instructor, log onto zumbaohio.com for a schedule of classes in your area.

READER’S PHOTO OF THE WEEK -


Totally Trotwood features Reader’s Photos displayed on our weekly web site.  These photos come from you and can be any subject matter you care for it to be.  A new grandchild, a pet looking silly, you wearing a Trotwood t-shirt on the beach in Cancun, or your Trotwood class reunion, etc.  If you have a digital camera just email your picture with the caption of who, where, what, when etc.  You can send us your processed photo via snail mail, but we cannot return your picture.  Send yours today.

No picture was submitted this week.

Upcoming Calendar

Jan 11-15
Miami Valley Home Improvement Show, Hara


Jan 17

City Council Meeting (moved from Monday because of holiday)

Jan 19

Exercise Goal Setting Lunch, UTS $5

529-2201

Jan 20-21
Monster Trucks, Hara




278-4776

Jan 21-22
Bridal Gala, Hara




278-4776

Jan 28

Children’s Safety Day at McDonald’s, 2-4pm
478-2661

Feb 4-5
Zumba Exercise Instructor Training, Hara

278-4776

Submit Your Free Calendar Listing to TheEbyFarm@compuserve.com
Check out the online calendar at www.TotallyTrotwood.com
Letters to the Editor – Totally Trotwood accepts letters to the editor.  Preference is given to topics of local interest but all are considered and are entered in the order they are submitted.

Comments Wanted On Little League


Trotwood Boys Baseball (Little League) has been dormant for several seasons.  A potential organizer has asked for feedback to see if there is any interest in getting the league up and running again.  His question is how would you be willing to support little league baseball in Trotwood?  Please indicate if you would prefer that your response be kept confidential.  Send your comments to theebyfarm@compuserve.com
Free Stuff

Free computer, E-machine #333K , circa 1999 , '98 Windows,   needs a little work. If you are interested, leave your number at 837-6195, Triumphant Cross Church.

CLASSIFIEDS- New Ads

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

LOST & FOUND (free)

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

INTERNET SERVICES

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

LOCAL BUSINESSES

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

YARD SERVICE

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Straw Bales! – $3 for gardens and pets. 7680 Wolf Creek 837-6401

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

ITEMS FOR SALE

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

AUTOMOBILES

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

HOMES FOR SALE – Real Estate

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

DUPLEX FOR RENT

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

RETAIL SPACE

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

GARAGE AND YARD SALES

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

HELP WANTED

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

ATTENTION HIGHLY SKILLED CABINETMAKERS

Established Quality Certified Millwork firm would like to hire you.

Earn top wages if you are a master cabinetmaker.  Must have tidy work

habits and exceptional skill.  We are looking for professional,

productive and talented craftsmen.  Must be able to show a portfolio of

outstanding work accomplishments and pass a drug screen.  In addition to

top pay, we have a comprehensive benefits package and will reward

excellence with bonuses. Please only qualified applicants mail your

resume to PERSONNEL, PO BOX 26174, DAYTON, OH 45426

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Writers Wanted - columnists for Totally Trotwood, students and adults theebyfarm@compuserve.com
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

[Ads cost $5 for a one line one time insertion.  Based on 70 characters per line.  Lost & Found free.  Merchandise and car ads will run for three weeks with up to 3 free renewals or until item is sold.  Home for sale ads for up to 2 lines running 4 weeks for $20.]

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Ask for our Display Ad Rates

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Advertise your yard sale here.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

If you know anyone who would like to receive this free e-mail newsletter, please send a message to TheEbyFarm@compuserve.com or visit www.TotallyTrotwood.com.  TT takes great pride in keeping all addresses private and does not share them with advertisers.  This is for your safety and security.  Feel free to share this information and as always we appreciate your feedback and submissions.  Publication is every Friday.  Deadline for advertising and submissions is Thursday night.  Letters to the editor welcomed.  You may request the formatted version in Word, suitable for printing.  Snail mail may be sent to PO Box 26271, Trotwood 45426.  (937) 837-6401  ©2005 All Rights Reserved

Circulation:  1161
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