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Red Light Cam Gets Creamed


By Bruce Kettelle


The first snow of the New Year took its revenge on Trotwood’s new red light cam when a car lost control on Free Pike and destroyed the control box for the new system.  An eastbound motorist lost control on the slippery roads after 2” of new snow fell early Wednesday morning.


The controller box damage has taken the camera completely out of operation until RedFlex Systems can make repairs.  RedFlex owns and maintains the cameras that went into operation a week ago to catch speeders and red light runners.  The city will not bear any of the cost for the repairs.


A local resident at the nearby Speedway gas station heard the news later that morning and laughed, believing that justice had been served on the system that automatically generates $85 dollar tickets for each offense.


During a one month trial period the cameras captured over 900 offenses, mostly speeders, that received warnings from the new system.  Since last week, when the grace period ended, offenders began receiving the civil citations by mail.


Officer Bob Cairo said the camera recorded 223 offenses since the grace period ended January 12th.  “It just shows that people aren’t paying attention on the connector,” said Cairo of the accident and violations.  He said the camera has recorded speeds as high as 92 mph.


The Trotwood police department hopes the cameras will help slow motorists down and reduce accidents at the intersection.


RedFlex officials were notified about the damage, but it is not clear how soon they will be able to repair the damage.


See picture of red light cam at www.TotallyTrotwood.com
High School Nearly Demolished


By Bruce Kettelle


“Amazing.” said one onlooker Thursday as demolition crews had brought down most of the old high school in one week.  All that is left standing this weekend is a portion of the old west building.


See pictures of high school at www.TotallyTrotwood.com
Did You Know?


There is only one state park in Montgomery county and most of it is in Trotwood.  The 3,000+ acre Sycamore State Park offers hiking, horseback riding, hunting, snowmobiling, cross country skiing, and fishing.  (Courtesy Trotwood-Madison Historical Society)

                         *****   

          -------------------------------------------------

        Salem Chrysler Jeep.... 37 Years in Business!

           See  Mel, Mary Kay, Dan or John Zappia

The 2005’s Are Now In Closeout! … 2006’s are in

           Great Rebates And Low, Low Interest Rates

                        Shop While Selection Is Good

                    Open til 9 PM Monday-Thursday 

          -----------------paid advertising---------------

Businesses Sought For Taste Of Trotwood Expo


The next Taste of Trotwood and Business Expo is just around the corner on March 15.  The Trotwood Chamber of Commerce is accepting registrations now for business display booths for this 4th annual event.  Last year they had 80 exhibitors and this year’s space will fill quickly so act soon.


The annual crowd usually exceeds 2,000 during this 3-hour evening event at Hara.  What better way to promote your business or organization?  There is even a special rate for non-profit organizations.


As usual area restaurants have agreed to participate by distributing free food samples during the show.  There will also be a special section to display products actually made in Trotwood.  If you manufacture a product in Trotwood contact the chamber to show the community what you do.


For more information contact Bruce Kettelle at 837-6401 or Paul Schenk at 837-7800.

Budget, Fire Recruitment, Highlight Busy City Agenda


On January 17th, Trotwood City Council’s second meeting of the year covered a lot of ground.    It began with new personnel announcements, the fire department’s new recruitment program, adopting the 2006 budget and culminated with a surprise resolution to sell 26 acres of city owned property.


Joeseph McCrary, a 14-year veteran of the department, was promoted to Sergeant with his family and many friends in attendance.  McCrary’s advancement is the first since council has restored the number of sergeant positions from 6 to 8.


Public Works introduced the department’s new superintendent.  Dalton Hines, who grew up in Trotwood and graduated from MVCTC in 1981, brings 15 years of operations management to the department.


Trotwood Fire Department has been working with Trotwood-Madison Schools for the past year to develop a recruitment program targeted to high school students.  The approach to tap locals to fill the departments future needs has been well received.  The program has already kicked off and Chief Gene Lutz reports twelve students are already participating in a ‘job shadow’ program.


“I hope, because of this, the city will be able to employ some outstanding people,” said Rexanne Wagner Assistant, Superintendent of Schools.


Lutz explained, “they will have their foot in the door when they graduate from high school with 24 college credits and firefighter certification.”


Part of the attraction to the program comes from an effective new video targeted to show the students what it is like to be in the fire department.  Safety Director Mike Etter said the video was produced in house at no cost to the city.  The video was shown during the meeting.


Due to some last minute changes in the proposed budget in December final approval of the 2006 budget was delayed.  City Manager Mike Lucking noted the budget is balanced but accomplishes this by drawing down on some of the city’s funds, most notable in the street funds.  He added that this will present some challenges in the 2007 budget.


Mayor Don McLaurin asked the manager to recommend additional adjustments this year so the city is not faced with all those challenges next year.  The council unanimously voted to accept the revised 2006 budget.


The council approved acceptance of a $50,000 Community Development Block Grant that will be used to demolish six homes in the Crown Point area.  Building Inspector Scott Adams said there would be $9,500 left for additional demolition(s) in the future.


Adams also reported that representatives from two junkyards in the Townview area did appear in court earlier in the month.  They have agreed to comply with the city’s orders within 90 days and are to provide a progress report to the court on February 6.  The complaint includes removal of tires, oil and a burned out building on one of the properties.  A representative from the EPA is working with the city to ensure compliance.


The recent property tax revaluations by the county auditor have raised some questions from residents.  Finance director Jon Stoops reported that even though property values in Trotwood will rise 8% that does not mean that individual property taxes will also rise.


Under Ohio law, taxing jurisdictions cannot benefit from the increased values so the taxing millage is adjusted so that the same amount of money is collected from year to year.  Stoops said the auditor has calculated the new effective rate to be collected by the city in 2006 will be 14.02 mills down from 15.49 mills in 2005.


An unscheduled resolution was added during the meeting, most likely as a result of the one-hour private council executive session held earlier in the evening.  The resolution was adopted unanimously to authorize the city manager to negotiate the sale of 26 acres of city owned property.  The wording in the resolution did not define which 26 acres nor did it identify the prospective purchaser.

Seminar On Medicare Prescription Plans

In an effort to help residents and family members learn more about the new services offered through Medicare, the Maria- Joseph Living Care Center will host an educational program free to the community on the new Part D Medicare Plan. This is the new elective drug prescription plan.  The program will help explain how to select a provider that is most suitable for your situation. Vickey Carraher from the Senior Resource connection will present the program.

 
The program at Maria-Joseph will be held Tuesday, January 31st from 3:00pm - 4:00pm at 4830 Salem Avenue Dayton, OH  45416.  Call for more info 278-2692.

      -----------------------------

       Have a story idea or news tip?

Want to see your organization’s event in print?

         Contact Totally Trotwood

    TheEbyFarm@compuserve.com
              Or call 837-6401

       --------------------------------

READER’S PHOTO OF THE WEEK -


Totally Trotwood features Reader’s Photos displayed on our weekly web site.  These photos come from you and can be any subject matter you care for it to be.  A new grandchild, a pet looking silly, you wearing a Trotwood t-shirt on the beach in Cancun, or your Trotwood class reunion, etc.  If you have a digital camera just email your picture with the caption of who, where, what, when etc.  You can send us your processed photo via snail mail, but we cannot return your picture.  Send yours today.

No picture was submitted this week.

Upcoming Calendar

Jan 28

Children’s Safety Day at McDonald’s, 2-4pm
478-2661

Jan 31

Medicare Prescription Seminar, Maria-Jo, 3pm
278-2692

Feb 4-5
Zumba Exercise Instructor Training, Hara

278-4776

Submit Your Free Calendar Listing to TheEbyFarm@compuserve.com
Check out the online calendar at www.TotallyTrotwood.com
Letters to the Editor – Totally Trotwood accepts letters to the editor.  Preference is given to topics of local interest but all are considered and are entered in the order they are submitted.

Comments On Starting Little League


[Last week we asked how readers might help get the Trotwood Little League restarted.  Below are some of the responses we received.  The potential organizer was very heartened by the response.  Editor]


I for one, have 3 boys, who would love to be a part of a little league team. I can probably get recruits from family and friends who live in Trotwood as well. 

Please let me know if this will be starting up anytime soon.

Angelina M.Floyd

I would donate $100 and some time to help organize it, although I have no experience with organizing a baseball league.

Signed Confidential

I once was a commissioner for what was once the Trotwood Boys Baseball Club.  I too noticed that it was not being used.  If this person needs help with anything I am willing to do what I can to restore it back to what it once was.

Tom Stubblefield

As a resident and parent of a 10 year old boy, who loves the game, I need for this event to start again in Trotwood.  He misses the afternoon of being able to practice; learn sportsmanship, and being able to hang out with children his own age.  It also gives him a good workout as well.  As a parent I really miss the games and also being able to meet other parents that reside in our great city.  Please bring this important event back to our town.

Chimene

Community Center Parking a Mess

I had not attended a City Council Meeting for years and I attended the January 17 meeting to see Sgt. Joe McCreary sworn in.  I was impressed with the "new" benches with pads.  The attendance was very large and many were there to see Joe sworn in.  However, the City's image was definitely hampered by the deplorable condition of the parking lot and the deteriorating sidewalks and asphalt.  The lack of lighting in the parking lot puts a real danger to people both walking and in their vehicles.  There were people from Trotwood but there were also guests from other communities.  By the time I got to my car struggling through the crumbling sidewalks and the torn up parking lot I was a wreck and then trying to dodge the cars as I left the parking lot was a real trip.  Just arriving at the paring lot entrance is a maze hoping you can see well enough to enter without hitting something.  The City fathers needs to rethink this situation and either have escorts who can help people get into the building or get this mess cleaned up! (If it is  Moto-Photo's parking lot remind the powers that be of the liability in the present condition of this parking lot.) Code enforcement needs to look at the City and its Community Center access.

Bonnie Schenk

PS: I and several others enjoyed Penny Hungling's article. Keep it up, Penny.

Question About School Salvaging

If the school board allowed the salvage of recyclable materials from the old buildings why did they not do this themselves and put the monies from scrap materials in their treasury for another use? They could have partnered with the construction class @ JVS to do the work and share the bucks.

Unsigned

[They did benefit.  The salvage rights were auctioned off room-by-room and the school got the proceeds.  This is much more effort that the JVS would be able to bite off.  Plus the demolition companies computed how much they would get from recyclable steel etc and credited that into their bids.  The district realized significant savings from this alone!  (No windfall though as that was what they had projected to realize). Editor]

CLASSIFIEDS- New Ads

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

LOST & FOUND (free)

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

INTERNET SERVICES

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

LOCAL BUSINESSES

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

YARD SERVICE

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Straw Bales! – $3 for gardens and pets. 7680 Wolf Creek 837-6401

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

ITEMS FOR SALE

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

AUTOMOBILES

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

HOMES FOR SALE – Real Estate

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

DUPLEX FOR RENT

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

RETAIL SPACE

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

GARAGE AND YARD SALES

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

HELP WANTED

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Volunteer Grant Writer needed – Trotwood Handivan needs assistance locating and applying for grant funding.  Computer experience essential.  Call Marika at 837-1917.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

ATTENTION HIGHLY SKILLED CABINETMAKERS

Established Quality Certified Millwork firm would like to hire you.

Earn top wages if you are a master cabinetmaker.  Must have tidy work

habits and exceptional skill.  We are looking for professional,

productive and talented craftsmen.  Must be able to show a portfolio of

outstanding work accomplishments and pass a drug screen.  In addition to

top pay, we have a comprehensive benefits package and will reward

excellence with bonuses. Please only qualified applicants mail your

resume to PERSONNEL, PO BOX 26174, DAYTON, OH 45426

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Writers Wanted - columnists for Totally Trotwood, students and adults theebyfarm@compuserve.com
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

[Ads cost $5 for a one line one time insertion.  Based on 70 characters per line.  Lost & Found free.  Merchandise and car ads will run for three weeks with up to 3 free renewals or until item is sold.  Home for sale ads for up to 2 lines running 4 weeks for $20.]

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Ask for our Display Ad Rates

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Advertise your yard sale here.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

If you know anyone who would like to receive this free e-mail newsletter, please send a message to TheEbyFarm@compuserve.com or visit www.TotallyTrotwood.com.  TT takes great pride in keeping all addresses private and does not share them with advertisers.  This is for your safety and security.  Feel free to share this information and as always we appreciate your feedback and submissions.  Publication is every Friday.  Deadline for advertising and submissions is Thursday night.  Letters to the editor welcomed.  You may request the formatted version in Word, suitable for printing.  Snail mail may be sent to PO Box 26271, Trotwood 45426.  (937) 837-6401  ©2005 All Rights Reserved
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