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Special Edition In Memory Of Cedric Ballenger


Students, Faculty Cope With Loss


Officer Ballenger’s Service Friday


Churches Plan Prayer Vigil Saturday

Schools Reflect On Loss Of Officer

By Sheila Whited
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Thursday, April 19, 2007 will not be a day easily forgotten for the students and faculty of Trotwood Madison High School.  The faculty were brought together in the library only minutes before school would start to be told that one of their own had died a tragic death that very morning, Officer Cedric Ballenger.  Officer Ballenger was the School Resource Officer for the Trotwood School District and would respond when needed to all Trotwood Schools.


Life planning teacher, Candice Corwin explained how difficult it was, only minutes later full of emotion and noticeably upset, to enter her classroom filled with students and not even knowing where to begin or what to say.  When principal Gerald Cox,  made the announcement to the students, many, even those who try to portray a very tough exterior, were weeping and sobbing uncontrollably.


“It was the hardest day in the 10 years of my profession,” stated Taiwo Sutton, a unit principal in the high school.  “He was a very instrumental part of this team. This is a tremendous loss.  He was a member of this family…a family member is gone.”


Sutton reflected on a situation that had only taken place the day before Ballenger’s death, on Wednesday, when a student was “really in trouble”.  Officer Ballenger calmed the student, refocused the situation and even went to the student’s house later that day to watch TV with him.  “There was an instant change in the student,” Sutton said.  According to other teachers, this student remembers the last words spoken to him, by Officer Ballenger, were that he needs to make better decisions and better choices.  In his memory, the student is doing so and will continue to do just that.


Yet another example of the impact Officer Ballenger made was with a student who usually doesn’t respond well.  In her grief she was saying, “You don’t understand-he believed in me!”


“He was a strong male role model to many of our students where that is absent in their lives,” said Terri Brown, teacher and cheerleading coach.  “Many of our students are angry, feel helpless and that they are being overlooked regarding the allegations,” referring to the domestic violence allegations being reported by the news media.


Brown said, “One of my students said that he taught me how to be a strong woman and not to take that from a male.”  When there were such problems with students at the school, Ballenger would follow through with family contact to ensure a better atmosphere.  


Both faculty and students alike are concerned that the public’s perception of Ballenger might be tainted by the domestic violence allegations broadcast widely by the local media.  Especially by people who didn’t know him personally or whose lives he had not had the chance to touch.


Officer Ballenger did not only support the students in difficult times but as Hortense Lumpkin reflects, “he gave me personal encouragement in going through the loss of my husband.”  He could recognize when someone was having a bad day or going through a difficult time and would just come up and give them a hug.


“He was always looking for the (silver) lining in a cloud,” said Candice Corwin.  Officer Ballenger was always happy and never in a bad mood.  He really valued education and he was not judgmental.  He used his own life lessons to help the students. Mary Drayer, resource manager and teacher states, “He would walk the walk and did the talk.  He stayed true to who he was and would lock them up if he needed.”  However, many of those who had even been arrested by Officer Ballenger, were among those weeping and sobbing on Thursday.  Many students were expressing their feelings and grief through writing and drawing while many others had to leave.  


Reva Cosby, unit principal, wanted to talk about Officer Ballenger’s own dreams and aspirations.  He had just graduated from Sinclair, had taken the test to become sergeant for the Trotwood Police Department and hoped to someday become a supervisor.  He had even inquired about the Alternative Teaching Program.  He wanted to make films and a movie about his own life.  He had so much more to do.  


Officer Ballenger had 6 children and although they were not all biologically his, he would always refer to his six children.  He always carried their pictures and was involved with their schools.  “They were number 1 in his life,” many of the teachers stated.  Everyday he told them he loved them because in his line of work he didn’t know if he would come home.


All the teachers agreed that there was an almost surreal vibe in the air on Thursday and Friday.  Students that were normally loud or even at times troublesome were calm.


It’s as though the kids have realized how precious life is…they are really taking his death to heart.  “As a school everyone is leaning on each other to get through this - students on teachers and teachers on students,” said Sutton.  


When asked the question “If you had the opportunity to speak with Officer Ballenger one more time, what would you say?”  Most, with tear filled eyes, said “Thank you.”  Cosby said that she would express the value he brought and how much he was appreciated.  Mary VanLeeuwen, intervention specialist said, “the loss is so deeply felt.”  She summed it up very nicely by stating what she had come to realize even more from the tragedy ”You are loved!”  

[In addition to those mentioned in the article the author would like to thank the following faculty members for meeting with her to share their loving and heartfelt reflections to help this necessary story come together: Cynthia Steagall – secretary, Carla Hawkins – paraprofessional, Lanona Lawson – MAPP monitor.]

Services Friday At Phillips Temple - 1pm


(submitted by the Ballenger family)


Trotwood Police Officer Cedric A., Ballenger 37, of Dayton, began his journey on January 24, 1970 in Greenville, South Carolina, but he was raised in Baltimore, Maryland; his journey came to a halt on April 19, 2007.  A graduate of Northern High School, Baltimore, MD.


After moving to Dayton, Ohio, 15 years ago, he graduated from Sinclair Community College. Officer Ballenger served and protected his community for 4 years as a Trotwood police officer.


He leaves behind cherished memories and a host of family and friends, including his mother, Dorothy Ballenger, of Piedmont, SC; father, Anderson Lyles, of Dayton; 6 children, Ja'khoby & Khortney Ballenger, Reginald, Renique, Reshied & Raison Hicks; 5 siblings, Jerome & Brian Eskridge, both of Baltimore, MD, Arraveeon Sanders, of Piedmont, SC, Sonja Murray, of Simpsonville, SC & Andre' Ballenger, of Dayton; devoted grandmother, Rosa Drinkard, of Baltimore, MD.  He is greatly loved and will be missed by everyone.


Funeral services will be held 1pm Friday, April 27, 2007 at Phillips Temple C.M.E. Church, 3620 Shiloh Springs Road.  Pastor Jimmy Mann officiating. Interment Woodland Cemetery.  Visitation 9am Friday at the church until the time of service.  Family will receive friends one hour prior to service. 


Arrangements entrusted to the HOUSE OF WHEAT Funeral Home, Inc., 2107 North Gettysburg Avenue.  Online condolences may be expressed at houseofwheat@woh.rr.com 

Homicide Prayer Vigil Saturday - 1pm


Many area churches have teamed up with Trotwood Precious Blood Church to hold prayer vigils at the site of area homicides for the past few years.  Their message is to honor the victims and find ways to stop the violence in our neighborhoods.


Saturday April 28 at 1pm the public is invited to join them for a prayer vigil in front of the home of Cedric Ballenger who was shot to death in his home on April 19.  His ex-wife has been charged in the shooting.


The organizers ask everyone pray with them either at the site or wherever you are.   They will also be praying “for his children and all those hurting over this very sad outpouring of blood.” 


The Ballenger home is located in Dayton at 725 Burleigh Rd.  From Salem Avenue take N. Gettysburg - 2.5 miles then a left on Fairbanks and a right on Burleigh.  From the east take James McGee to Hoover (left) and then a right on Burleigh.


The participating churches include: Sisters of the Precious Blood, Precious Blood Parish, Holy Trinity Parish, Omega Baptist Church, The Body of Christ Deliverance Center, Truth Christian Service Center, and Street Souljahz (a group of dedicated men who minister on the streets of Dayton and try to prevent violence.) 

If you know anyone who would like to receive this free e-mail newsletter, please send a message to TheEbyFarm@compuserve.com or visit www.TotallyTrotwood.com.  TT takes great pride in keeping all addresses private and does not share them with advertisers.  This is for your safety and security.  Feel free to share this information and as always we appreciate your feedback and submissions.  Publication is every Friday.  Deadline for advertising and submissions is Thursday night.  Letters to the editor welcomed.  You may request the formatted version in Word, suitable for printing.  Snail mail may be sent to PO Box 26271, Trotwood 45426.  (937) 837-6401  ©2007 All Rights Reserved

Circulation:  1311

In April 2006 Trotwood Officer Cedric Ballenger (left) joined representatives of Wal-Mart and Major Quincy Pope to receive this donation for the Trotwood Youth Intervention Fund.
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