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City and Schools Defending Flood Victims

By Bruce Kettelle


Trotwood City Council in a surprise move Monday voted to initiate steps to take legal action against South Central Construction.  The demolition company is accused of leaving a sewer pipe uncapped during demolition of the old high school that led to flooding of thirty-two nearby homes.


After hearing that resident’s insurance claims were being denied, the council voted to have the law director draft new legislation that will authorize the city’s law department to seek a ‘declaratory judgment’ against the contractor.  The council’s vote was unanimous.


Trotwood-Madison City Schools Superintendent Dr. Lowell Draffen said the schools initiated discussions with the city about the claim denials.  He said, “the city and schools are jointly initiating the litigation.”  “It’s [the citizens insurance claim] been going nowhere and we’re looking for the courts to intervene.”


Draffen has briefed the school board on the proposed litigation.  “We want to help the affected homeowners,” he said.


Usually when new city legislation is authorized for drafting it is presented for a final vote at the next council meeting, which will be June 19th.  The flooding occurred March 17.

Site Adds Class To Trotwood

By Bruce Kettelle


New pictures of Trotwood, videos promoting the community, and a new depth of detailed information are welcome additions to the city’s new improved web site.


“The site is 90 to 100 pages in depth,” said designer Steve King at a recent council meeting to unveil the effort.  “It is built to be expanded and updated at any time.”


This is Trotwood’s third major evolution of the city web site since the first version appeared in 1996.  At the time Trotwood was one of the first cities in the region to have a web presence.

Beyond the new look is lots of information that previously required a trip to the city building.  Trotwood’s complete zoning code, application forms for permits, park shelter rental request forms, city tax forms and much more.


Besides being useful for residents the site is designed to attract future residents and businesses.  King said, “the overall theme is professional, hardworking people that care about the community.”


Scattered throughout are pop-up videos featuring elected officials and city staff members that highlight different features and visions for the community.


See the city web site at www.Trotwood.org
Did You Know?


Over the years Trotwood and Madison Township have had three different railroad (steam) lines and two interurban (electric) rail lines. (Courtesy of the Trotwood-Madison Historical Society)

                         *****   

          -------------------------------------------------

        Salem Chrysler Jeep.... 37 Years in Business!

               See Mary Kay, Dan or John Zappia

The 2005’s Are Now In Closeout! … 2006’s are in

           Great Rebates And Low, Low Interest Rates

                        Shop While Selection Is Good

                    Open til 9 PM Monday-Thursday 

        -----------------paid advertising---------------

    -------------------------------------------------

        Summer Pool Passes On Sale Now

            For the UTS Pool on Denlinger

   Great Discounts For Trotwood Residents

 Adult $80.63  Family $107.50 Youth $53.75

             Call the YMCA at 854-9622

       Sponsored By City of Trotwood and

   United Theological Seminary and YMCA

    -----------------paid advertising---------------

                         *****

Schools Out! - Drive Carefully

By Bruce Kettelle


School’s out for the summer.  Trotwood’s last day for classes is today June 9.  This is a good time to remind yourself to drive carefully and be on the lookout for children playing near city streets.

Trotwood Community Wide Garage Sale This Weekend 

 
This weekend is the annual community garage sale here in Trotwood.  The city usually charges a small permit fee to have a garage sale although this weekend the permits fees are waived.

 
59 families and organizations have registered to have a yard sale.  Some of the bigger sales can be found at the churches in Olde Town and at the Historical Society on Broadway.


Go to www.TotallyTrotwood.com and get the list of addresses participating to make your yard sale-ing more fun.  

Higher Water Bills Shocking

By Bruce Kettelle


Since the new quarterly water bills started arriving this week the utility billing office has been flooded with calls.  Trotwood residents that are served by the city water service (primarily inside the old city limits) saw their bill increase by 50%.


Dayton increased the water rate charged to the city last year and they have not been passed on until now.  The new Dayton rate increase schedule runs through 2008.  Trotwood chose to make a one-time adjustment raising the water bill 82% and the sewer portion by 14%.


“This is all the result of having Dayton as the only water supplier,” said Finance Director Jon Stoops.  He feels that Dayton is in a sense holding local communities hostage because they are the only supplier available.  “Some longer term alternatives are being looked into including the possibility of creating a Trotwood well field,” he said.


In the meantime, Trotwood residents are being encouraged to conserve their water consumption to control their bills.  Although the city has not gone as far as suggesting to shower with a friend they have prepared a list of water saving information available at the city’s utility billing office.


Shirley Whitman an account clerk in the water department said the usual consumption rate for one person is 5 cubic feet per quarter.  That used to cost $51.19 but under the new rate it is $71.47.


Whitman encourages residents to avoid estimated billings by getting their meters read every quarter.  “One advantage to regular reads is residents will be able to identify leaks earlier,” said Whitman.  Water lost due to leaks is the resident’s responsibility according to city policy.


Whitman also suggests adding water saver showerheads available at places like Wal-Mart for as little as $4.95.  She said another way to realize savings is to only wash full loads and use only one rinse cycle if your machine has the option.


According to Whitman some residents have even taken to saving rainwater to use for watering plants.

-----------------------------------------

 Put A Litter Bag In Your Car

            Litter Is Ugly

     Keep Trotwood Green

----------public service ad-----------

      -----------------------------

       Have a story idea or news tip?

Want to see your organization’s event in print?

         Contact Totally Trotwood

    TheEbyFarm@compuserve.com
              Or call 837-6401

       --------------------------------
5K Run A Hit For Trotwood

  By Bruce Kettelle


“I just wanted to get a quick run in on a Saturday morning,” said Dayton based attorney Gary Plunkett as he stretched out before the start of Trotwood’s first 5K race June 3rd.  Plunkett was one of 50 runners that turned out for the Precious Blood Festival 5K Run that started on Denlinger Rd next to the Grismer Tire dealer.


The run is a new addition to the annual festival to bring more people to Trotwood. Plunkett brought that point to life when he admitted he doesn’t have a reason to be on this side of town very often.  “I’m really glad I came, this is a really pretty area.”


Local runners turned out too.  Dan Foley and his family were there.  So was Trotwood’s new road superintendent Dalton Hines.


Hines recently ran a marathon in Indianapolis.  “I think they should try to do this a couple of times a year,” said Hines.  “Trotwood needs more events like this.”


Organizer John Porter said he expected a smaller turnout and was pleased at the attendance for the inaugural event.  “We started planning late and I was scrambling to get everything done,” said Porter as he directed the runners to the starting line and introduced the official starter, Carl Day of channel 2 news.


Drew LaNaster and his fiancée Kelley Sraj each placed first among the men and women.  LaNaster set the course record at 18:35.  


Sraj thought it was a great location for the course that was shaped like a cloverleaf using Denlinger and Turner Roads.  “It has lots of gradual uphill sections, I really enjoyed it.”


See pictures of the 5K run and the festival at www.TotallyTrotwood.com
City Hydrant Test Schedule

Submitted by the City of Trotwood


The Trotwood Fire & Rescue Department, in an effort to assure an adequate water supply for fighting fires and to help maintain the lowest insurance ratings possible, will be checking all fire hydrants for operation and flow.  Trotwood Fire & Rescue will conduct fire hydrant checks between the following dates.  We recommend that you check your tap water for clarity before doing any laundry during these dates.


Starting June 8 through June 21 2006 all hydrants between Shiloh Springs Rd. and Westbrook Rd.  This area includes the plats of Hocker, Shiloh Gardens, Westbrook Village, The Crossman Community and Moss Creek.  This area also includes the apartment complexes; Westbrook Village, Castle Brook, Salem Woods, Belle Meadows, Salem Bend Condo’s, Albright, Shiloh Villa 1 & 2, and Field Stone. Along with Olive Rd. Denlinger Rd., Basore., Salem Bend and Salem Mall Complex, Hara Arena complex and the Consumer Square complex.

Trotwood fire & rescue makes every attempt not to disturb the rust in the water lines.

If you do get rust in your clothing, follow these steps:

1.  Do not permit the clothing to dry.

2.  Purchase a detergent with rust removing agents and follow the cleaning instructions.  (Free rust removal kits are available at the utility billing office in the city building.)


Hydrant checking will continue through June 21 and we will report each week the next area to be tested.

Have Breakfast with the Mayor

The Trotwood Chamber of Commerce will host "Breakfast with the Mayor" Thursday, June 15 at 8:00am.  The Honorable Donald K. McDonald, Mayor for the City of Trotwood will give a short presentation and answer questions. 

The breakfast will be held at United Theological Seminary, 4501 Denlinger Road, Trotwood OH.  Cost is $7.50/person.  You will have an opportunity to network with other business leaders as well as enjoy a wonderful breakfast.

Reservations must be made no later than June 12 to 837-1484 or E-mail trotwoodchamber@earthlink.net.  No shows will be billed.

School Hours to Change Slightly Next Year


The start and end times for Trotwood-Madison 2006-07 school year were approved at the June 1 Board of Education meeting.   The length of the elementary student day has been increased by 30 minutes to increase the instructional time and the intervention time for students in grades K-6.  The start time of the high school day is later and the start time of the elementary day is earlier which is congruent with educational research on the optimal learning times for both groups.   The length of the teacher day remains at 7.5 hours.  Elementary hours will be 7:55am -3:05pm.  Middle School hours will be 7:20am - 2:10pm and High School hours will be 9:00am - 4:00pm.
Maria-Joseph Presents The Magpie Consort 


The Maria-Joseph Living Care Center is proud to present The Magpie Consort, a unique ensemble from Columbus, Ohio.  Please join us for this free concert hosted by the Center as they entertain us with a program of songs inspired by landscapes, rivers and the sky.  

 
Selections will be drawn from the British Isles, North America, Poland, India, Finland, and Japan.  

 
The performance will take place on Sunday afternoon, June 11, 2006 at 3:00pm in the beautiful historic chapel of the Maria-Joseph Center, 4830 Salem Avenue, Dayton, Ohio 45416.
 
This event is sponsored by United's Institute for Applied Theology and its Center for Worship, Preaching, and the Arts, the Pohly Center for Leadership and Supervision, and the Center for Wellness Education. For more information visit United's website at www.united.edu or contact Elise Eslinger at 937-529-2208 or institute@united.edu. 

Talent Contest June 17


The youth and teen talent contest is looking for Trotwood’s future stars.  The contest coordinated by the Trotwood Parks and Recreation Department will be held Saturday June 17 in the high school auditorium.  The contestants are divided into two age groups: 12 & under and 13-19.


They want anyone who can act, dance, sing or play an instrument (or think they can).  Registration packets may be picked up at the Government Center 3035 N. Olive Rd.  For additional information call 854-7227.
Local Sports

Rams Boys Track #2 In State


By Bruce Kettelle


Two seems to be the magic number for the 2006 Rams.  Two sports  making it to the state championships, and two Rams teams end up 2nd at state.


This week it was the Trotwood-Madison boys track team's turn to turn on the heat.  In a 

regular season of two 2nd place meet finishes (all the rest were 1sts) the Rams were able to 

carry seven to Columbus to take on the mighty Cleveland Glenville Tarblooders.


But the Tarblooders have been there before winning for the fourth consecutive year and 

their 14th state track championship in school history.


By the end of the day the competition had come down to the 4x400 relay.  A Ram win would 

have tied the teams for the state championship.  On the last leg Darison Williams almost caught 

the heels of Glenville's Kyle Jefferson but in the last stretch it was all Jefferson.


The Rams improved their time to 3:16.03 from 3:21.20 in Friday's preliminaries.  But it 

wasn't enough to catch Glenville's 3:14.8.


But the Running Rams put on a great show at Jesse Owens Memorial Stadium in Columbus.  It started Friday with a fourth place in the 4x800.  The team of Donte Lyons, Chadwick Nickson, Allen Moore and Mathew Lakes turned in a 7:54:02.


Saturday started with Trotwood taking 4th and 5th in the 100 meter dash by Stephen Robinson and Darison Williams.  Then Glenville edged out Trotwood’s 2nd place finish in the 4x200 relay.  The Rams ran a respectable 1:25.95 with Brandon Henderson, Robinson, Lyons and Williams.   


The Tarblooders Kyle Jefferson couldn’t catch Piqua’s Brandon Saine in the 400 meter dash and Trotwood Ram Robinson took 3rd.  Lakes picked up a few more team points with a 6th place finish in the 800.  Then Williams grabbed a 3rd in the 200 and Glenville was no where in sight.


It all came down to one of the Rams best events, the 4x400 relay with Moore, Robinson, Henderson and Williams.  A bitter sweet ending to a great season for the Rams earning the second runner up track team trophy at state.  The first trophy was won back in 1975.

Rally Honors Rams Track Thursday


By Bruce Kettelle 


Quite often school is already out by the time the state track championships conclude.  But this year was different.  With one day to spare district athletic officials held a 6pm rally Thursday for Trotwood’s track champions.


Athletic Director James Ladd said this was an outstanding year for the Rams with visits to state by both basketball and track.  “What most people don’t know is they were also runner up in indoor track this year too,” said Ladd to several hundred students and officials gathered in the gym.


Trotwood City Council Member Darreyl Davis pronounced, “you are the true meaning of the Running Rams.”  Running rams is one of the most common nicknames for Trotwood sports teams.


Coach John McKinney, who is planning to retire in 2008 (not this year as previously reported) highlighted a great season for boys track.  This years runners set some school records.  Steven Robinson tied the school record for the 100 meter dash.  Moore set a new record in the 110 hurdles.  And new records in the 400 relays may be on the books for years.


The Class of 2006 is claiming several of the seasons top runners as they go off to pursue college endeavors.  The top four will be attending under track scholarships.


Allen Moore has signed a letter of intent with the University of Cincinnati to study architectural engineering technology.  Stephen Robinson has accepted a full scholarship at Ohio State.  Mathew Lakes will major in computer sciences at Xavier where he hopes to also play a little basketball.  Darison Williams has offers from Kent State and Ohio State.  He is hoping the Ohio State offer works out so he can join his fellow Ram in Columbus.


This is not the last Trotwood will hear from these Rams.  They may be wearing new colors next season but they will always be Rams.


Robinson said he is coming into Ohio State with a lot of expectations.  “I hope I can deliver.”  I think it’s fair to say so does everyone in Trotwood.

See Photos from the rally at www.TotallyTrotwood.com

READER’S PHOTO OF THE WEEK -


Totally Trotwood features Reader’s Photos displayed on our weekly web site.  These photos come from you and can be any subject matter you care for it to be.  A new grandchild, a pet looking silly, you wearing a Trotwood t-shirt on the beach in Cancun, or your Trotwood class reunion, etc.  If you have a digital camera just email your picture with the caption of who, where, what, when etc.  You can send us your processed photo via snail mail, but we cannot return your picture.  Send yours today.


Photo of the week:  Submitted by Tim Steiner’s wife.  It is  a sort-of go-cart made by Tim Steiner, but is made from an actual Radio Flyer Red Wagon that he powered with a Robin 4.5 HP engine.  For those mechanical buffs it sports a 2-speed jackshaft drive system, hydraulic disc brakes, go cart racing slicks and kart racing inspired steering system.  The frame and most the other parts were fabricated by hand at Tim’s shop in his spare time and took about three weeks to build.  It goes around 25 to 30 MPH with him on it (Tim’s not a very small guy by the way). Although he built this for speed and not for a child he is looking into building and selling a slower version on a custom order process just in case anyone is interested. Some of you may remember his last creation, a mini chopper, shown here a few weeks ago. Tim’s next creation is going to be a jet powered mini speedboat using the drive system from a jet ski, which he plans on building this coming winter.   

 
See Photo at www.TotallyTrotwood.com
Upcoming Calendar

Jun 8-10
City Wide Garage Sale, go to our website to see all locations
June 8-10
T-M Historical Soc. Yard sale, 9am-5pm

837-0355

Jun 10

TUCC Community Garage Sale, 9am-5pm
Jun 10

TCOB Spring Yard Sale, 9am-3pm, 208 E. Main St.
Jun 11

The Magpie Consort, Maria-Joseph chapel, 3pm

Jun 15

Breakfast with the Mayor, UTS, 8am $7.50

837-1484

Jun 17

3 V 3 Basketball Classic, Arthur Fisher Park, 10am
496-7134
Jun 17

Youth and teen talent contest, T-M High Sch. Aud.
854-7227

Jun 23

Kids Fishing Derby, Madison Lakes Park, 10-1:30p 
496-7134
Jun 26-30
UTS Summer Institute, $60



937-529-2208
Now - Jun 30
Wesley Exhibit at UTS, 7am -7pm Mon - Sat
Submit Your Free Calendar Listing to TheEbyFarm@compuserve.com
Letters to the Editor:

Plant Pride Not Litter


The slogan of a campaign by the Ohio Department of Natural Resources, Division of Recycling and Litter Prevention, is appropriate now and forever.  Every community and the residents therein should follow this easy idea.


It does not take riches to plant pride: pride in yourself, your home, your school and your overall surroundings. What about that car with the flat tire sitting in your driveway or side yard that doesn’t run. Maybe it’s time to get rid of it. Are there children’s toys, bicycles and games strewn throughout the yard? A few extra minutes at the end of play time to have the children put them away will garner you both that feeling of satisfaction and accomplishment that they “helped” around the house.


Does the grass need cut and trimmed?  Maybe you don’t have a mower and trimmer but your neighbor does. Do you have a trade or skill that would allow you to “barter” for the use of the mower and trimmer?  Or, if it’s an elderly neighbor, offer to cut and trim their grass in return for using their mower to cut yours, too.


We can all do something to improve the surroundings we live, work and go to school in. 


Plant Pride Not Litter
Submitted by Janet Kuester

Re: Last weeks:  Do you Know?

“The first railroad through Madison Township was the Dayton & Western Railroad”

Just a comment.  You can still see the old Dayton & Western roundhouse on Perry St.  Or you could several years ago.  Also the B & O had track rights, at least to Trotwood.

Earl Crosby

CLASSIFIEDS- New Ads

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

LOST & FOUND (free)

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

INTERNET SERVICES

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

LOCAL BUSINESSES

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

The Maria-Joseph Living Care Center serving seniors for over 75 years  

Care is our mission……Faith is our guide

4830 Salem Ave. Dayton, OH  45416  (937)278-2692
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~5127~~~~~

Don't Let Your Medical Condition Cripple You!

Stem Cells provide the body with 70% healing!

More Info @ 1-877-246-4673 or (937)837-2257

Web: www.mhead.stemtechhealth.com

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~616~~~~~~~~~

CLASS REUNIONS

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Trotwood Madison City School 35th Class of 1971 Reunion  

Friday, July 21 and Saturday, July 22, 2006.   For more information 

call Don & Sandy Anderson 937-687-3472 /  e-mail    MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor liteman@peoplepc.com

Contact   Linda James (McCullough) 937-855-6730 / e-mail 

   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor Ljames1212@yahoo.com
 for reservations.  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~722~~~~~~~~

YARD SERVICE

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Straw Bales! – $3 for gardens and pets. 7680 Wolf Creek 837-6401

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

ITEMS FOR SALE

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

AUTOMOBILES

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

HOMES FOR SALE – Real Estate

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

HOUSING FOR RENT

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

RETAIL SPACE

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

GARAGE AND YARD SALES

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

HELP WANTED

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

ATTENTION HIGHLY SKILLED CABINETMAKERS

Established Quality Certified Millwork firm would like to hire you.

Earn top wages if you are a master cabinetmaker.  Must have tidy work

habits and exceptional skill.  We are looking for professional,

productive and talented craftsmen.  Must be able to show a portfolio of

outstanding work accomplishments and pass a drug screen.  In addition to

top pay, we have a comprehensive benefits package and will reward

excellence with bonuses. Please only qualified applicants mail your

resume to PERSONNEL, PO BOX 26174, DAYTON, OH 45426

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Writers Wanted - columnists for Totally Trotwood, students and adults theebyfarm@compuserve.com
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

[Ads cost $5 for a one line one month insertion.  Based on 70 characters per line.  Lost & Found free.  Merchandise and car ads will run for three weeks with up to 3 free renewals or until item is sold.  Home for sale ads for up to 2 lines running 4 weeks for $20.]

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Ask for our Display Ad Rates

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Advertise your yard sale here.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

If you know anyone who would like to receive this free e-mail newsletter, please send a message to TheEbyFarm@compuserve.com or visit www.TotallyTrotwood.com.  TT takes great pride in keeping all addresses private and does not share them with advertisers.  This is for your safety and security.  Feel free to share this information and as always we appreciate your feedback and submissions.  Publication is every Friday.  Deadline for advertising and submissions is Thursday night.  Letters to the editor welcomed.  You may request the formatted version in Word, suitable for printing.  Snail mail may be sent to PO Box 26271, Trotwood 45426.  (937) 837-6401  ©2005 All Rights Reserved
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