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Lucking Tapped To Lead City


By Bruce Kettelle


Acting City Manager Michael J. Lucking has been selected to become Trotwood’s next city manager.  Trotwood City Council members announced Tuesday they will negotiate a contract with Lucking by the next council meeting on July 18.


The announcement comes after council completed a nationwide search to fill the position.  Four finalists rose to the top of 24 applicants.  The other three finalists were from Miami County, West Chester OH, and Fredrick, Colorado.


“I’m really excited,” said Lucking shortly after the announcement.  “They did a national search and I turned out to be the person they wanted.”


Trotwood Mayor Don McLaurin said the council was pleased that they went through the process.  “I believe he’s grown since becoming the interim manager,” said McLaurin.  “His depth of knowledge satisfied council.”


Lucking has served as acting city manager since last fall when the position became open.  He has served Trotwood as Director of Planning and Development since 1998 when he was recruited from Dayton’s Development Department.  He holds a bachelors degree in political science from Wright State and has partially completed work on his masters degree.


Lucking built his dream home in Trotwood shortly after coming here and continues to demonstrate his commitment to the community.  He said he looks forward to a productive and long relationship with Trotwood. 

Baker Retiring From Auto Repair


By Bruce Kettelle


Dave Baker and his wife Vel started talking about retiring from the auto repair business back in March.  “she wanted to get out from under the paperwork and I wanted to get out of the mechanical repair business,” said Baker this week as he arranged the equipment accumulated over 30 years for the upcoming auction.  Baker is retiring and closing the doors on his shop at the corner of Main and End Sts.


Dave’s Olde Town Garage customers will have to find somewhere else to have their cars repaired.  Bakers’s ability to diagnose hard to locate problems came from years in the business here in Trotwood.  He started out as an auto body man at Metrolink Mercury on Salem Av.  (Metrolink later became Grahm Mercury until Mel Farr took it over and today it is replaced with a Walgreens Drug store.)


His first job as a mechanic started in 1975 when he joined Vaniman Ford on Main St.  The dealership used to occupy the building now used by Dolly Madison Breads.  “At that time it was really thriving in Trotwood,” Baker reminisced.  “We still had Frisch’s restaurant, the bowling alley, another restaurant next door and across from the dealer was a meat market.”


Baker grew up in foster care and at the orphanage in Athens OH until he was adopted by a Clayton couple at the age of 15.  They moved a few times and he attended Northmont and ended up graduating from Meadowdale.


After Vaniman’s he managed Olde Town Auto Body and had a couple of short lived partnerships.  He was in business at his current location with Dave Steffi and then partnered with Dale Robinson at R&B Auto on West Third until he was able to open his own shop in 1994 with Broadway Automotive on Trotwood Boulevard.


Steffi sold him the End Street location in 1996 and the business has done well.  But now he is 52 and the years of manual labor are coming to an end for him.  “I’m going to take some time off, might do a little fishin’,” says Baker as he contemplates what he might do next.


He is going to miss seeing his regular customers.  One lady stopped in and when she found out about his retirement she broke into tears and tried to talk him out of closing.


Dave and Vel plan to stay in Trotwood as they have become very attached to the community.  One project he took on that you see every day was the repainting of the Pennsylvania RR Caboose on display at the Depot.


Baker feels there is still enough business in town for someone else to make a go of the location.  “One guy has been looking at it to specialize in foreign cars.”  He plans to rent or sell the building and all the equipment is going up for auction next week.


The auction on July 14 will have large equipment and small tools.  There are the lifts, the computerized alignment machine, tire changer, diagnostic equipment and much more.  The collage of pictures in the lobby with all the memories is not for sale.


See picture at www.TotallyTrotwood.com
Don’t Let Your Own Spam Program Interrupt An Issue Of Totally Trotwood


More and more readers are complaining they don’t receive Totally Trotwood anymore.  It usually turns out to be internet protection settings on their own computer or an upgrade in protection from their internet provider.  Don’t forget to include Totally Trotwood’s address TheEbyFarm@compuserve.com  in your ‘accept mail from’ address list so your computer doesn’t reject it as Spam.  If you miss an issue let us know and we will help you.

Did You Know?

 
Forty-two years ago, in July 1963, the five digit ZIP code 45426, was assigned for the Trotwood area post office patrons. (Courtesy Trotwood-Madison Historical Society)

                         *****

             -------------------------------------------
                           PARTY ROOM FOR RENT

   Receptions, Banquets, Parties, Conferences, Workshops

                              Trotwood Masonic Lodge

                                      555 N. Broadway

       Seats 125+ people and a full kitchen for your use

  For more details call 854-1612. Please use the voice mail

             -----------------paid advertising---------------

          -------------------------------------------------

        Salem Chrysler Jeep.... 37 Years in Business!

           See  Mel, Mary Kay, Dan or John Zappia

The 2005’s Are Now In Closeout! … 2006’s will be ordered soon

           Great Rebates And Low, Low Interest Rates

                        Shop While Selection Is Good

                    Open til 9 PM Monday-Thursday 

          -----------------paid advertising---------------

Flooding Prompts Call For Study


By Bruce Kettelle


Wolf Creek overflowed its banks in May of 2004 raising residents and officials concerns.  A Wolf Creek Watershed Partnership has been formed and is proposing that a preliminary watershed study be undertaken by the US Army Corps of Engineers.  Education Specialist Caroline McColloch of the Montgomery County Soil and Water District presented the partnership’s findings and asked Trotwood to contribute $9,425 towards the $130,000 cost.


After last May’s flooding the partnership sent out surveys and residents reported $276,455 in damages from the rising creek.  Physical surveys of the creek last fall revealed serious erosion concerns.  Some of the most serious were along Wolf Creek Pike where the road is in danger of being undermined and on Dry Run along the connector where a large sanitary sewer pipe has become exposed.


During the presentation at Tuesday’s city council meeting she noted that the high water levels in the creek may be the result of new development within the watershed area with runoff coming from paved surfaces.  Trotwood has the highest amount of acreage (29% of the total acreage) in the watershed.  The area also includes Clay Twp. (21%),  Dayton (17%), Clayton (16%), Perry Twp. (12%), and Brookville  (5%).


The study should only cost the jurisdictions a total of $32,500 with the rest funded by the Corps of Engineers.  The study will recommend options for best management practices with cost estimates to the partner communities.  The data from this study will be used for a larger $400,000 study in 2006 that will be funded as a line item in the US Congressional Budget.


Trotwood Public Works Director Thomas Odenigbo commended what the partnership is doing.  “No matter how you look at this, it will benefit the city.”  “It will help create the road map to deal with stormwater issues.”


The city council took the proposal under advisement and promised to explore how to contribute funding in the 2006 budget.


See picture at www.TotallyTrotwood.com
Facing the Challenges of Leading Local Government 


By Barbara J. Staggs


[Reprinted with permission from the Nation’s Cities Weekly published July 4, 2005.  This publication, from the National League of Cities, is read by elected city officials in every state.  Totally Trotwood is proud of Ms. Stagg’s achievements on city council and the notoriety she brings to the community.]


Local elected officials face many challenges, especially sitting in the seat of a policy maker for local government, in our communities. Once we take on that seat, we soon realize that it is more of a challenge than we thought. Ultimately, we face many issues that we have to deal with each day, along with a variety of laws and regulations, and a right or wrong way to get the job done. 


Too many elected officials say that they feel lost when they are faced with so many issues and challenges. In due course, we have to seek information on the best way to go forward and make the most knowledgeable decisions that we can. Being an elected official is not a simple job, we need to keep abreast of new laws and conditions that can impact the financial decisions which we make, especially in regard to our city budgets. 


While many professions require continuing education and on-the-job training, why not elected officials who must make decisions that affect the day to day lives of the people? We must reach out and educate ourselves since there is not a similar requirement for elective office; we must take the initiative and make the effort to educate ourselves to become better community leaders.


Since being elected as a Trotwood, Ohio City Councilmember in 1992, I have learned that the National League of Cities’ Leadership Training Institute is one of the most important tools that any local city official can use for gaining knowledge and skills. The NLC Leadership Training Seminars has and continues to be a valuable source of information for me.


The educational programs, taught by highly qualified instructors, have given me the confidence and knowledge to face many issues with an open mind. I am better prepared to base my vote on facts and knowledge of what the issue stands for. 


I took my first LTI seminar at a March Congressional City Conference in Washington, DC. The seminar dealt with resolving conflicts and communication success signals. I still remember how enjoyable and informative the class was. I became ‘hooked’ on the training opportunities at NLC Conferences and then discovered the annual Leadership Summit and other regional training programs.


While you can gain knowledge and professional development through the training programs, you also have the opportunity to be recognized for your education and training efforts in the NLC Certificate of Achievement in Leadership program. The NLC Leadership Training Council holds a Leadership Luncheon at both of the annual conferences to recognize those who have worked hard to build their knowledge and skills with training. When I attend these luncheon programs, I see such pride in even the experienced politicians; you see that it is all worth the time and effort. 


This past March I was recognized for attaining the Gold level in the Certificate of Achievement in Leadership program when I attended the Congressional City Conference in Washington, DC. I plan to continue my training efforts and hope to not only attain the Platinum Certificate level, but more importantly, learn new ways to be a better and more effective leader in my local community of Trotwood. 


We can never grow old enough or smart enough to know everything.


This year’s Leadership Summit program, “Leadership on the Line: Meeting the Challenges of Leading Local Government,” is the right step forward to help make the best decisions that we can, rather than feeling lost or overwhelmed with the many issues and challenges that we face each day as a local leader.

[Barbara J. Staggs currently serves as a councilmember for the City of Trotwood, Ohio. Staggs was first elected to City Council in 1992 and has been re-elected for four terms. In addition, Councilmember Staggs serves on the National League of Cities’ ITC Steering Committee, the NLC Program Planning Committee, and the NLC First Tier Suburbs Committee. Staggs has also volunteered for eight years on the Board of Directors and two years as President of Choices in Community Living, a non-profit organization that supplies services and housing to brain damaged adults.]


See picture at www.TotallyTrotwood.com
Farm Market Open Wednesdays And Saturdays


The Trotwood Farmers Market is back this summer in the usual spot in Olde Town next to the Dolly Madison Bread Store on Main Street.  The market is open Wednesdays from 3-6 and Saturday 9-2 until October 29th.  The farm market features fresh local produce and baked goods.

      -----------------------------

       Have a story idea or news tip?

Want to see your organization’s event in print?

         Contact Totally Trotwood

    TheEbyFarm@compuserve.com
              Or call 837-6401

       --------------------------------

Free Gospel Jazz Concert July 16


Tonya Baker, The Time Travelers, and Arvena Montague & Company (liturgical dance troupe) will appear in concert in John Wolfe Park at 3pm on July 16.  There will also be a rib cooking contest.


There is no entry fee for the rib contest and a $50 first prize comes with all the bragging rights.


The free event, produced by the Trotwood Parks and Recreation Department and the Concerned Citizens of Trotwood, is the second this summer of a series of free park events.  Bring your own lawn chairs and blankets.


The Montgomery County Combined Health District will provide free health screens during the concert.  For more information call 845-7227.

Gently Used Clothing Sale Returns

 
Trotwood-Madison Historical Society will have it's Gently Used, New To You Clothing Sale on Thursday, Friday & Saturday, July 14, 15 & 16 at the Iams Homestead property located at 349 S Broadway, Trotwood, Ohio.  The hours are 9am -5pm.  There will be women's, men's and children's clothing, shoes, jewelry and accessories to choose from.  Proceeds will benefit the restoration of the 1854 barn on the property. 

For information:  837-5387 or 837-0355

Local Sports Section

**********

If you would like to be a local sports writer (students encouraged) please drop us a line at TheEbyFarm@compuserve.com
READER’S PHOTO OF THE WEEK -


Totally Trotwood features Reader’s Photos displayed on our weekly web site.  These photos will come from you and can be any subject matter you care for it to be.  A new grandchild, a pet looking silly, you wearing a Trotwood t-shirt on the beach in Cancun, etc.  If you have a digital camera just email your picture with the caption of who, where, what, when etc.  You can send us your processed photo via snail mail, but we cannot return your picture.  Send yours today.

This is a picture of my children Megan and Scott Mintz.  They had been practicing hanging spoons off their noses and managed to get them both to stick at the same time.  It is one of my favorite pictures of them! 

Sally Mintz


See picture at www.TotallyTrotwood.com
Upcoming Calendar

Jul 9

TCOB, Movie Night, fee: one non-perishable food item, 8:30pm
837-6551

Jul 11-15
Soccer Summer Skills Camp, Madison Park 6pm

Jul 14

DK&J Pump Fitness Gym, open house


837-1800

Jul 14-16
Gently Used Clothing Sale, Iams Homestead, 9-5pm 
 837-5387
Jul 16

Free Jazz Concert and rib contest, John Wolfe Park, 3pm 
 845-7227
Jul 16, 17
T-M Class of 65’ Reunion, don.jentleson@wright.edu 
 937-236-1963

Jul 21

SBA Entrepreneur Workshop, 1-4pm



268-6066

July 29 
T-M Class of 70 Reunion Brookville AMVETS 7-12m
836-3755

July 30

T-M Class of 70 Reunion, Brookville VFW ($30 ea. due June 1st)

Aug 15

Jim Brown Golf Outing, Moss Creek, 8am


854-1116

Aug 19

Kelly Clarkson, Hara, 7:30pm



937-228-2323

Aug 20

Trotwood City Jazz Festival
Noon-9pm


854-7213

Aug 28

New High School Dedication Open House, 3pm

854-3050 x 238

Submit Your Free Calendar Listing to TheEbyFarm@compuserve.com
Check out the online calendar at www.TotallyTrotwood.com
Letters to the Editor – Totally Trotwood accepts letters to the editor.  Preference is given to topics of local interest but all are considered and are entered in the order they are submitted.

I Want Ice Cream


I thought an Ice Cream Factory was suppose to build a factory in the Trotwood Commerce Park.   I have not seen any building activity there.   What happened?

[O’Danny Boy Ice Cream is still planning to break ground this year.  Asst. Ed]

Reader Upset With Road Changes

Now I know they (the city) have flipped there lid's, first they spend money to cut down the so called hump on N. Union Rd where the new school is when all they had to do was place the drive at the crest of the SMALL hill there.  That has been there since the road was done when they redid the bridge, 

Now they want to make a change in SHILOH SPRINGS Rd.   What part needs to be realigned? NONE, as it is a straight shot, no curves nothing, and now you need to realign it?  All that is going to do is make it a traffic nightmare, more traffic lights, causing more costs to the city.  People, please think before you change the alignment of Shiloh-Springs Rd.  You are just going to make the whole area a traffic mess and you will NEED to place a police car in that area 24/7 to keep down the problems you are about cause.

Bruce (W4BMS) Sheldon

Watch Out For Coyotes

Dear Community Friends & Neighbors,

We have been used to hearing about coyotes out in the country on farms and wooded areas.  But now they have invaded our in town neighborhoods.  I just want to caution all of us who have small children (babies) and pets to not leave them unattended for any length of time.  There is also at least one red fox.  Betty LeRette's son Ben McNeal of Chicago area was visiting and he went out to water his mother's plants and one appeared on the front porch.  These coyotes are scrawny so they are no doubt hungry.  I do not want to appear to be an alarmist but I do feel we should all be aware.  

Thanks, Bonnie Schenk

[Dear Bonnie, Thank you for your warning.  Coyotes typically hunt at night, but they will run in the day.  They like to hunt mice and rabbits but have been known to attack small pets and usually avoid humans like the plague.  I’m not surprised they are in town, as almost every city in Ohio has experienced urban coyotes.  In 1999 there was even a pair reported living in NYC.  Residents should not feed them and should keep their trash secured.  Asst. Ed]

CLASSIFIEDS ***** New Ad!

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

LOST & FOUND (free)

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

INTERNET SERVICES

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

LOCAL BUSINESSES

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

YARD SERVICE

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Straw Bales! – $3 for gardens and pets. 7680 Wolf Creek 837-6401

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

ITEMS FOR SALE

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

AUTOMOBILES

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

HOMES FOR SALE – Real Estate

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

DUPLEX FOR RENT

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

2 Bedroom, 1Bath, Fenced Yard, Garage, Patio.

$575 month plus utilities.

219 E. Sunrise.  Trotwood. 854-2256

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

RETAIL SPACE

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

GARAGE AND YARD SALES

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

HELP WANTED

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

ATTENTION HIGHLY SKILLED CABINETMAKERS

Established Quality Certified Millwork firm would like to hire you.

Earn top wages if you are a master cabinetmaker.  Must have tidy work

habits and exceptional skill.  We are looking for professional,

productive and talented craftsmen.  Must be able to show a portfolio of

outstanding work accomplishments and pass a drug screen.  In addition to

top pay, we have a comprehensive benefits package and will reward

excellence with bonuses. Please only qualified applicants mail your

resume to PERSONNEL, PO BOX 26174, DAYTON, OH 45426

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Writers Wanted - columnists for Totally Trotwood, students and adults theebyfarm@compuserve.com
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

[Ads cost $5 for a one line one time insertion.  Based on 70 characters per line.  Lost & Found free.  Merchandise and car ads will run for three weeks with up to 3 free renewals or until item is sold.  Home for sale ads for up to 2 lines running 4 weeks for $20.]

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Ask for our Display Ad Rates

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Advertise your yard sale here.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

If you know anyone who would like to receive this free e-mail newsletter, please send a message to TheEbyFarm@compuserve.com or visit www.TotallyTrotwood.com.  TT takes great pride in keeping all addresses private and does not share them with advertisers.  This is for your safety and security.  Feel free to share this information and as always we appreciate your feedback and submissions.  Publication is every Friday.  Deadline for advertising and submissions is Thursday night.  Letters to the editor welcomed.  You may request the formatted version in Word, suitable for printing.  Snail mail may be sent to PO Box 26271, Trotwood 45426.  (937) 837-6401  ©2005 All Rights Reserved
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