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2007 Is Turnaround Year For Trotwood

By Bruce Kettelle


Several big stories rocked Trotwood in 2007 making it difficult to choose the most important.  Between Five Rivers MetroParks decision to purchase land away from Waste Management's proposed landfill and General Motor's selection of Trotwood for a new parts distribution facility there was plenty of good news to go around.


But perhaps the most lasting impact on the community from 2007 came with the opening of four new public facilities that will serve the community for the next fifty years.  In August a gleaming new fire station and fire training facility and three new elementary schools were dedicated to the community.


The new schools are the middle step of the Trotwood-Madison City School District's building plan to replace all of the schools with the proceeds from a 2003 voter approved levy.  2005 marked the opening of the district's new high school.  Next year the middle school, the final building in the program, will be presented to the community.


Madison Park Elementary School and Westbrooke Elementary School were built on the site of their original 1960's buildings.  The Early Learning Center serving PreK-1st grades opened on the new high/middle school campus on Union Road.  All three schools feature the latest in teaching technology with open media centers and colorful floor plans.


Meanwhile the residents also approved funds in 2002 for a new five bay fire station and training facility on Little Richmond Road near Route 49.  The new facility is the first to be constructed to accommodate the full time firefighters that have replaced the former volunteer force.  Now there are separate showers and bunk facilities to serve the coed crews.  They will also be able to complete most of their regular refresher training without having to travel to facilities in nearby communities.


But not all-new construction was from public funds in 2007.  The Friendship Village retirement community embarked on a $4-million renovation of their complex on Denlinger Rd.  New windows and façade improvements are visible from the outside with lots more going on within.


More private money came to the community in October when the school district announced that Good Samaritan Hospital agreed to pay $1.2 million over ten years to name the high school stadium now known as the Good Samaritan SportsPlex.


Speaking of sports in 2007 Trotwood High School sports teams brought residents together and national attention to the city.  It started in the winter as the boys basketball team won another district championship and a possible return to the state championships.  St. Xavier stopped them in Cincinnati.  But that didn't stop the individual hoop stars several of which picked up college sports scholarships.


Chris Wright, the 6'8" senior that grabbed much of the media attention then, went on to play the Jordan Classic in Madison Square Garden.  And he continues to bring attention to his alma mater with frequent highlights making the national rounds as he contributes to the University of Dayton's best season start in years.


The Rams spring track season took the relay team all the way to the national level for the first time in school history.  The team of Derricus Purdy (jr), William Henry (fr), Donte Lyons (jr), and Michael Shaw(jr) took the national 4x4 title in 3:13:96 at the Nike Track Nationals in North Carolina.


Football made its mark too.  Under the coaching magic of Maurice Douglass, the Rams consistency earned them an invite to the Ohio vs USA Herbstreit Challenge where they picked up some national coverage even though Kentucky Highlands won the day.  Between all the high school athletes a record number this year received full or partial college scholarships.


Students mourned the loss of Police Officer Cedric Ballenger who was killed by his wife at home during a domestic dispute in April.  He was the in school student resource officer and loved by many of the students there.


Death came to the high school a second time in early October when Lamar "Boo" Davis Jr. collapsed at a pre-season basketball scrimmage.  The promising tall athlete fell victim to his size as doctors determined an enlarged-heart syndrome had taken him.


Troubling economic development news came with the departure of a few more businesses in the city's stumbling economy.  Jack's Aquarium, AJ Wright, Arbys, Dolly Madison Bread Store, Wal-Mart, and PMG Sintered Products were among those that decided to close their doors this year.  But all the economic news was not bad.


In September word spread quickly that General Motors was looking at Trotwood's Commerce Park.  By December the community welcomed James Group Ohio Logistics as they broke ground on a 380,000 square foot GM auto parts distribution center bringing over $30-million in new investment.


PM Tool and Die, a local business, recognized opportunity and purchased parts of the PMG business including the property.  Their endeavor will preserve some of the PMG jobs that were thought to be lost.


Landfill foes found some of their fears eased when Five River MetroParks announced their intention to develop a wetlands mitigation bank for the region.  The site they have selected turned out to be part of the 700 acres owned by Waste Management (WM) in Trotwood.  Several years ago WM had proposed building a landfill on the site along Little Richmond Rd but met rejection from the city.


Many locals feared WM would try again to get approval but the MetroParks plan, which is expected to finalize this January, will convert 350 acres into a restored wetlands that will become a regional attraction.  WM Community Relations Manager Beth Schmucker said in November they are "exploring different options in regards to the property" with the remaining acres.


And last but not least Trotwood made the news one more time as Ashlee Ponder was named Miss Black Ohio USA 2007.  Ponder, a 2006 T-M graduate, is now a sophomore at Kentucky State University.  She will compete next year for the title of Miss Black USA.


Trotwood already has highlights brewing for 2008 with the new Middle School nearly 95% complete and more reported interest in the city's Commerce Park.  2007 may well be remembered as the turnaround year for the city.



See picture highlights of the year at http://www.totallytrotwood.com/home%2012-28-07.htm
Did You Know?

  200 years ago, in 1808, about half of the parcels in Montgomery County’s Madison Township had been sold to individuals as the settlement pace around Higgen’s Station (now Trotwood) quickened.  Within the next ten years the remaining available parcels were claimed as entrepreneurs worked to develop the area.  The first parcels were sold in 1802.  (Courtesy of the Trotwood-Madison Historical Society from their hardcover book, ‘Historic Glimpses of Trotwood’)  

      -----------------------------

Buying, Selling or Investing in Real Estate

       Call Steve Johnson 238-5172

[image: image1.jpg]



Realty World

Royce and Associates

7030 N. Main St.

Dayton, OH  45415


Specializing in Trotwood and Surrounding Area 

      --------paid advertising-----

Is There A Little Bit Of Trotwood In Your Attic?

By Bruce Kettelle



It's the end of the year and time to take inventory of what we have accomplished and set goals for the future.  Part of projecting the future is understanding our past, in this community that task is squarely in the hands of the Trotwood-Madison Historical Society.


Visiting a friend that works for the city this week I again noticed his collection of Trotwood memorabilia, which got us to talking about what should eventually become of it.


It turns out the historical society has quite a few gaps in their collection that old and new residents can help fill.  A call to Regina Klinehenz at the historical society revealed they were more than interested in his collection of fire and rescue department memorabilia.


"People don't realize that something as mundane as old utility bills, a sales receipt from a Trotwood store, or a news clipping can help to tell the history of that year," said Klinehenz.


Kleinhenz said the society has added the ability to scan documents and photographs for those that don't want to give up the original so Trotwoodians can contribute without giving up their valuable memorabilia.  "We have even copied whole family photo albums and returned them."


"We're also interested in pictures and stories about Trotwood families," she continued.  "Old snapshots can contain surprising information in the background when they are enlarged."  She noted even small pictures can be meaningful pointing out the cover photo on the recent history book came from a 2"x2" original.


"We're especially interested in pictures from the 50's through the 80's, there is not a lot in our collection from those years," she said.  Whether the picture was taken in your back yard or at the Salem Mall she would like the chance to consider it for their collection.  And some of those pictures might find their way into the next pictorial history book.


Basically they are interested in anything related to Trotwood and Madison Township.  Pictures of houses, farms and businesses are welcome.  They would like more photos that show the early bridges and roadways in the area.


She is also trying to complete their collection of the high school graduating class composites that were purchased by students in the 8"x10" or 11"x17" format.


She encourages those that want to donate items through their last will and testament to indicate the society's legal name (The Trotwood-Madison Historical Society, Inc) and if possible to inform the society in advance of their intentions.  She said they also accept monetary bequeathments to help preserve the collection.


The society displays parts of their collection at a time in the Iams Homestead Museum, which is open Sunday afternoons.  Those desiring to look through the archive section should contact Klinehenz for an appointment.  For more information call 854-4505 or visit their web site http://trotwood.org/groups/historical_society/

See pictures of old rescue squad badges at http://www.totallytrotwood.com/home%2012-28-07.htm
Taser Should Not Have Been On Neck

By Bruce Kettelle


An internal investigation into the November 18th tasering of a pregnant woman by Trotwood Police found the use of force was justified but should not have been applied on the woman's neck.


According to a department report released Friday Trotwood Police Officer Michael Wilmer was "clearly in a position that he could have utilized his taser on Valreca Redden's thighs and/or lower region."  The neck and groin areas are more sensitive and department policy reserves taser use in those areas only during violent attacks.  Redden's struggle with the officer did not meet that standard.


Wilmer was responding to Redden's request to take custody of her child in front of the police department.  When Redden refused to give her name or the child's name and tried to leave, fearing for the well being of the one-year-old boy, Wilmer decided to detain her.  Redden resisted which led to the taser incident.  It was afterwards that Wilmer discovered that Redden was pregnant.


Wilmer was fired from the department after the incident for other unrelated infractions that came to light during the internal investigation.


The investigation was conducted after Redden filed a compliant with the National Action Network, a civil rights organization.  Also revealed in the report was Redden's visit to children's services earlier in the day where she was also uncooperative while demanding that someone should take custody of her child.


Several other procedural inconsistencies were included in the report such as not calling for a medic after the taser was used.  Four other officers are criticized in the report.

  -----------------------------

We Make It Easy! Fax*Pack*Copy*Ship*Print

The UPS Store * Consumer Square

5523 Salem Ave., (937)854-2843 

M-Th 8:30a-7p,Fri 8:30a-6:30p,Sat 9a-4p

Private Mail Box Mail Receiving Service Available

      --------paid advertising-----

Casual Male Closes Trotwood Location


The Casual Male XL store on Salem Ave closed its doors for the last time on Sunday December 23.  The retailer of large men’s clothing cited lack of foot traffic.  The chain has eliminated about 100 locations nationally since their 2001 bankruptcy filing.


The Trotwood location was located in the plaza in front of the Lowes store.  The decision leaves only one other Casual Male XL store in the region.

Trotwood Logs Four Smoking Complaints

By Bruce Kettelle


The statewide cigarette-smoking ban in Ohio has already drawn over 19,000 complaints about violations this year.  A new searchable web site of all the filed complaints shows four listed in Trotwood.  Surprisingly the complaints are not about area taverns or private clubs.


The complaints in Trotwood were reported in May and June.  Applied Mechanical Systems, Friendship Village Office, New Asian Restaurant, and Shiloh Springs Care Center each received one complaint.


Compared to neighboring communities Trotwood smokers are doing better staying within the new rules.  In Englewood over 10 businesses have received complaints and some of those have had over 10 each.  In Brookville only the AmVets and VFW lodges are on the list.  In New Lebanon three lounges and one pet supply shop are on the list.


The Dayton Daily News has created a searchable complaints database available at http://www.daytondailynews.com/n/content/oh/index/news/data/smokingcomplaints/

For more information on the smoking ban and to report a complaint visit www.ohionosmokelaw.gov
City of Trotwood Celebration of Leadership Service

The community is invited to attend an inter-faith service to recognize and pray for our area Elected Officials, City Administration, Staff and School Board Members. Sunday, January 6, 2008 at 4pm.


The event will be held at Saint Margaret's Episcopal Church located at 5301 Free Pike in Trotwood.

For further information contact Councilwoman Mary McDonald at 901-9191.
 

Dayton Ballroom Dance Lessons at Hara


Begin the New Year on a healthy note.  Each Monday in January and the first three in February, Dayton Ballroom Dance offers classes in Hara's Silver Arena from 7:30pm to 9:00pm.  Classes welcome all skill levels and range from Beginner, Bronze I, Bronze II and Silver.  The basic class is a six-week introduction to ballroom dancing that includes instruction on the Rumba, Waltz, Swing, Fox Trot, Cha Cha, and Merengue.  The cost is only $30. For more information, visit www.daytonballroom.org 

Miami Valley Home Improvement Show Returns to Hara

Hara is bringing it home with heart at the 2008 Miami Valley Home Improvement Show.  The award winning show returns with all the exhibits, seminars and special features that the Miami Valley has come to expect.  Patrons can visit with home improvement specialists at over 120 displays; attend free seminars and do-it-yourself demonstrations.  Four impressive landscaping feature areas will give a preview of the blossoms and foliage to come.  HGTV's Matt and Shari will also be making a guest appearance on Saturday. 

Show hours are Thursday, January 10 & Friday, January 11 from 4pm to 9pm, Saturday January 12 from 10am to 9pm, and Sunday January 13 from 10am to 5pm.  Admission is only $6.00 for adults, free for kids under the age of 15.  Parking is free.  For more information on the show, visit the Hara website at www.haracomplex.com
The Doodlebops at Hara

Get ready to rock along with the Doodlebops as they "get on the bus" to tour North America with a live concert.  Due to their wildly successful first live tour with sold out performances across the United States, the Doodlebops are hitting the road once again later this year through the spring of 2008 to bring their music to Dayton.  Straight from their hit TV show on Playhouse Disney, Deedee, Rooney, and Moe Doodle are getting on the bus, and ready to sing and dance in an interactive concert experience that will have kids and their parents rockin' and boppin' together!  This candy-colored trio is sure to deliver an unforgettable performance that will be a treat for the whole family! 

Show time is at 1pm on Sunday, January 13.  Tickets are on sale now at the Hara Box Office or online at www.ticketmaster.com .  Ticket prices are $35.00, $25.00 & $17.00.  Service fees may apply.

Local Sports

Rams Clinch Close One Against T-Bolts

By Bruce Kettelle


The Trotwood-Madison Rams and Northmont T-Bolts fought a points battle on the basketball court that electrified fans on both sides throughout the December 21st pre Christmas pairing.  The grinch for Northmont was Dominic Britt's lay-up at the buzzer giving Trotwood the 68-66 win.


This is the teams last ever pairing with Northmont moving up to Division 1 next season leaving the Trotwood schedule after 50+ years.


Both teams wanted to end this long running rivalry with a win and it showed with the score tied at halftime at 34 each.  Northmont had controlled the board while Trotwood stayed in the game with their full court press and effective outside shooting.


But the Bolts came back from the halftime break with a renewed determination at one point sending in 15 unanswered points in the third. Dominating the Northmont scoring were seniors Brian Tolle and Andrew Parrish each with 14 game points.


But the Rams wouldn't take no for an answer and whittled away at Northmont's lead.  With 3 minuets and 15 seconds to go in the game the Rams full court press had taken its toll on the Bolts but Trotwood still trailed 57-66.  It was still Northmont's game but the Trotwood fans finally got back into the momentum as the score closed to 62-66 a minute later.


Into the home stretch Northmont was still unable to add to their score giving up another turnover and Trotwood's Brad Cubbie tied it up with less than a minute to go.  The crowd noise filled the room as the Rams ran out the clock waiting to make their move until just before the buzzer Britt found himself coming up the inside for the game winning lay-up.


The stands emptied onto the court engulfing the team sweeping Principal Gerald Cox into the celebrating swarm near the end zone.


Chris Pearson led the home team scoring with 15, Aaron Robinson had 11 that included 7 free throws, and Gregory Gainey contributed 11. Roy Roundtree and Pearson nailed two three pointers each.


See picture of Northmont game at http://www.totallytrotwood.com/home%2012-28-07.htm
  -----------------------------

       Have a story idea or news tip?

Want to see your organization’s event in print?

         Contact Totally Trotwood

    TheEbyFarm@compuserve.com
              Or call 837-6401

       --------------------------------

Photo Galleries


Be sure to look for our new photo galleries located along the left border below our sponsors on the home page at www.TotallyTrotwood.com Recent posts include pictures of the football playoffs.  More will be added, as they are ready.  Check the photo gallery sections regularly for new updates.

       ------------------------------------

What can you say about your business in 7 lines?

 Place your advertising message here to reach

      The best audience in Trotwood.

      Over 1,400 readers and growing

         Targeted and Affordable

 Email TheEbyFarm@compuserve.com or call

      837-6401 for rate information

      ------------------------------------

READER PHOTO OF THE WEEK -


Totally Trotwood features Reader’s Photos displayed on our weekly web site.  These photos come from you and can be any subject matter you care for it to be.  A new grandchild, a pet looking silly, you wearing a Trotwood t-shirt on the beach in Cancun, or your Trotwood class reunion, etc.  If you have a digital camera just email your picture with the caption of who, where, what, when etc.  You can send us your processed photo via snail mail, but we cannot return your picture.  Send yours today.

Upcoming Calendar

Jan 1

Happy New Year!

Jan 6

Mayor & Council Swearing In Ceremony 3pm, Community Center

Jan 6

Celebration of Leadership Service, St Margarets Church, 4pm
901-9191

Jan 10-13
Miami Valley Home Improvement Show, Hara


278-4776
Jan 13

The Doodlebops, family concert, Hara, 1pm



278-4776
Saturdays
VFW Breakfast, 2383 N. Union Rd., 8-noon

Submit Your Free Calendar Listing to TheEbyFarm@compuserve.com
Letters To The Editor

Note that Totally Trotwood reserves the right to select which letters are printed.  Most anonymous letters are not used for publication.  Please remember that your published letters remain accessible in our on-line archives for all to see from Greenville to Germany.  Thank you all for your submissions.

RE:Unhappy with Snow Removal

I just have to say that I witnessed a similar scenario as David Miller on Denlinger Road.  A snowplow driver putting down salt and leaving the snow.  It didn't make sense to me either, but if it is happening all over Trotwood, I imagine that this is what they are instructed to do.  It just seems too practical to plow and at the same time put the salt down. 

I can imagine that the City workers had their hands full trying to get the roads clean.  I have family that lives on a country road and they were upset that their road is always last to be cleaned, yet they pay the same taxes as everyone else.  Yes, major roads should be cleared first, but if the workers were more efficient by not having to put salt down, then remove the snow (and possibly the salt they just put down!), they would have more time to get to everyone's road in a timely manner.

Martha Clark

CLASSIFIEDS- ****PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTIZERS
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

LOST & FOUND (free)

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

INTERNET SERVICES

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

LOCAL BUSINESSES

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

The Maria-Joseph Living Care Center serving seniors for over 75 years  

Care is our Mission Faith is our guide

4830 Salem Ave. Dayton, OH  45416  (937) 278-2692
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~5127~~~~~

Give A Gift That Says TROTWOOD - Give a gift certificate

for the book “Historic Glimpses of Trotwood” lots of photographs.

2nd Printing will be June 2008. $39.95 from the Historical Society

Call 837-0355 or tinyurl.com/ytbmrb
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Looking for something different?

Try McDonald's new McSkillet Burrito or our new Sweet Tea!

Need extra cash?  McDonald's Trotwood Store, located at 5360 Salem Av

has great career opportunities!  Now hiring managers and crew all 

shifts.  Applications accepted every Thursday from 3 - 5 PM

or visit us on-line at www.mcohio.com/24878 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~E1221~~~~

CLASS REUNIONS

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

YARD SERVICE

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

ITEMS FOR SALE

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

AUTOMOBILES

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

HOMES FOR SALE – Real Estate

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

28 Pleasant



$64,000

Comfortable 2 story, 2 bedroom 1 bath home on large corner lot.  Eat 

in kitchen, dining rm, living rm, porch, paneled sun room.  Two story 

barn with 2 car garage w opener, work shop and large loft.  

Appliances stay!  Home Warranty!

Call Steven Johnson 238-5172  Realty World Royce and Associates.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ S111607~~~~~

8 W Sunrise            


$69,900

Very attractive 2 bedroom 1 bath brick ranch with open floor plan, 

wood burning fireplace, whirlpool tub, attached heated garage with 

opener.  Updates include water heater, plumbing, patio cover, 

fenced yard, storage shed, roof & gutter covers.  Home Warranty!

Call Steven Johnson 238-5172  Realty World Royce and Associates.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~S111607~~~~~

2 Hillgard



$75,900

Very nice 4 bedroom 1 bath brick ranch with open floor plan.  Large

owners bedroom, remodeled kitchen, newer roof, water softener, central

AC, covered patio and storage shed.  Appliances stay!  Home Warranty!

Call Steven Johnson 238-5172  Realty World Royce and Associates.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~S111607~~~~~

HOUSING FOR RENT

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

RETAIL SPACE

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

GARAGE AND YARD SALES

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Advertise Your Garage sale here -2 weeks, 4 lines, $10.  837-6401

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

HELP WANTED

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

ATTENTION HIGHLY SKILLED CABINETMAKERS

Established Quality Certified Millwork firm would like to hire you.

Earn top wages if you are a master cabinetmaker.  Must have tidy work

habits and exceptional skill.  We are looking for professional,

productive and talented craftsmen.  Must be able to show a portfolio of

outstanding work accomplishments and pass a drug screen.  In addition to

top pay, we have a comprehensive benefits package and will reward

excellence with bonuses. Please only qualified applicants mail your

resume to PERSONNEL, PO BOX 26174, DAYTON, OH 45426

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Writers Wanted - volunteer columnists for Totally Trotwood, students and adults theebyfarm@compuserve.com
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

[Ads cost $5 for a one line one month insertion.  Based on 70 characters per line.  Lost & Found free.  Merchandise and car ads will run for three weeks with up to 3 free renewals or until item is sold.  Home for sale ads for up to 2 lines running 4 weeks for $20.]

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Ask for our Display Ad Rates

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Advertise your yard sale here.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

If you know anyone who would like to receive this free e-mail newsletter, please send a message to TheEbyFarm@compuserve.com or visit www.TotallyTrotwood.com.  TT takes great pride in keeping all addresses private and does not share them with advertisers.  This is for your safety and security.  Feel free to share this information and as always we appreciate your feedback and submissions.  Publication is every Friday.  Deadline for advertising and submissions is Thursday night.  Letters to the editor welcomed.  You may request the formatted version in Word, suitable for printing.  Snail mail may be sent to PO Box 26271, Trotwood 45426.  (937) 837-6401  ©2007 All Rights Reserved
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